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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. We 
welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word this 
morning as we celebrate the Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION 
is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. All 
who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper are 
invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



 

THE TWENTY-THIRD  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 27) NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Lord, as we join brothers and sisters in praying ‘give us this day our daily bread,’ help us 
to feed on Your Word and be clothed in Your righteousness so that whether in this world 
or the next, we will be at home with You.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Thaxted” arr. Farlee 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

*OPENING HYMN  “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”  LBW 354 
*GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

 
 



P Let us pray. 
Lord, when the day of wrath comes we have no hope except in Your 
grace. Make us so to watch for the last days that the consummation of 
our hope may be the joy of the marriage feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 
Amen 
 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Amos 5:18–24 
A The First Lesson is from the fifth chapter of Amos. 
 

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 
    Why would you have the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, and not light, 
19     as if a man fled from a lion, 
    and a bear met him, 
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 
    and a serpent bit him. 
20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 
    and gloom with no brightness in it? 

21 “I hate, I despise your feasts, 
    and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
    I will not accept them; 
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 
    I will not look upon them. 
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
    to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24 But let justice roll down like waters, 
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

PSALM:  PSALM 70 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 
 2Let those who seek my life be ashamed 
 and altogether dismayed; 
 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
 draw back and be disgraced. 
3Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, 
because they are ashamed. 



 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
 let those who love your salvation say forever, 
 "Great is the LORD!" 
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; 
come to me speedily, O God. 
 6You are my helper and my deliverer; 
 O LORD, do not tarry. 
 
SECOND LESSON:  1 THESSALONIANS 4:13–18 
A   The Second Lesson is from the fourth chapter of First Thessalonians. 
 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 
A Here ends the reading 
 
*VERSE 

 
 
GOSPEL:   MATTHEW 25:1–13 
P        The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter. 

  



“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be 
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and 
the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not 
know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour. 

 
 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LBW 25 
 
SERMON 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
ANTHEM “It Is Well” arr. McDonald 
 



*OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
*THE PRAYERS 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, we are sometimes foolish, not wise, forgive our less 
commendable words and deeds. Remind us of the wonderful honor of being 
called to Your Son’s wedding feast! Give us the grace and wisdom of Your 
Holy Spirit. Let us always rejoice, believe and show the light of faith, hope, and 
love even in this dark world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 



 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LBW 467 
 
*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Festival Postlude” LeMaigre 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. 

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 
 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

 
 

Today 8:30 a.m. Rock of Salvation: Communion 
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:00 p.m. Annual Thrivent Turkey “Ham” Dinner 
  6:30 p.m. Youth Group Birthday Party Gr. 6-12 
 

Monday 11/9 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Fireflies 
 

Wednesday 11/11 All Day  Veteran’s Day - Thank a Vet 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 6:00 p.m. New Bells  
 6:30 p.m. Senior Bell Choir 
  

Thursday 11/12   12:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study  
 2:45 p.m. Catechism 
   7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 

Sunday 11/15 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Pageant Practice 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group Gr. 9-12  

 
 



 
 

Annual Thrivent Turkey (Ham) Dinner 
Today Following 11:00 a.m. Worship 

We will be serving ham at our turkey luncheon today.  A free-will offering 
will be taken and all proceeds will go to the Armstrong County 
Community Action Agency to be used for the purchase of Thanksgiving 
turkey dinners for the needy in our community.  
If you cannot come to the luncheon, but would like to participate by 
making a donation, please place your envelope marked “Turkeys” in the 
offering plate during worship. Thank you for your support! 

We thank Thrivent for sponsoring this event! 
 

Women’s Bible Study  

will be held at the Crafthouse restaurant this 
Thursday, November 12th at noon. Any 
questions, please contact Rose Montgomery at 
rosetrix_38@comcast.net. All are welcome! 

 
 

  The Kittanning Ministerial Association is   
sponsoring a Thanksgiving Worship Service on 
Sunday, November 22, at 7:00 p.m. at Living 
Waters church with the Rev. Jeremy Andrews from 
Kittanning Free Methodist Church preaching. 

 

Faith Girlz 

    Tuesday 

   November 17th   6-7pm 

     Girls ages 8 and up 
.

 Faith Boyz 

     Tuesday 

   November 17th   6-7pm 

     Boyz ages 8 and up 



                    

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
If you would like to place a poinsettia(s) in our Church for the Christmas 
Eve Service, please complete this form and return with your check 
made payable to: “St. John’s Lutheran Church” marked “Christmas 
Flowers” in the memo line.  The Poinsettias are $9.00 each. 
 

Orders must be received by December 7, 2020 
                _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
     Number of RED    _______  
 
     Number of WHITE_______ 
 

 
I wish for the acknowledgment in the bulletin to read as follows: 

 
PLEASE PRINT, USING FIRST AND LAST NAMES 

 
IN MEMORY OF _____________________________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF _____________________________________________ 
 
GIVEN BY: _____________________________________________ 
 
OFFERING  ENVELOPE  NUMBER:________________  
      
 

Please check one:    Check _______Cash_______   
 

Check #____________Amount $________  
 
Please check one: 
______I will take my poinsettia(s) with me  
            after the Christmas Eve Service. 
______Please take my poinsettia to a shut-in. 



 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Assisting Minister  Keith Livengood(E) 
   Frank Baker(L) 
Lector  Julie Smith(E) 
   Robert John(L) 
Comm. Assistants                                                Jill & Nick Wranich(E) 
Acolyte  Calise Czekanski(E) 
Camera Operator  Robert John(E) 
   Bill Bouch(L) 

 
STAFF MEMBERS 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 
 
 
The flowers on the altar this morning are presented to the Glory of 
God and in celebration of Emma Jane Kirkpatrick’s 5th birthday by her 
grandparents Denny & Patty Kirkpatrick. 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 

others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God.  

 
 

 
 


