Combined Worship Service
Of area NALC Congregations
October 31, 2021
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church.
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word
this morning as we celebrate Reformation Sunday. Please register your
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays.
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.

REFORMATION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 31, 2021
Prayer upon entering God’s House:
O Lord God, we ask You to pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful
people, keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us, and
bestow upon us, Your Church, Your saving peace, through Jesus Christ we
pray. Amen.
PRELUDE

Festival Prelude on “Ein Feste Burg”

Faulkes

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God.
Silence for self-examination.
P Holy and gracious God,
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I
know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask
forgiveness.
P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

LBW 229

*GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*KYRIE

*Those who are able, please stand

LBW—Green Hymnal

WOV—Blue Hymnal

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in Your Word, protect and comfort
them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and
bestow on the Church Your saving peace; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen

BELL ANTHEM

“Hymn to Joy”

arr. Keller

FIRST LESSON:
Jeremiah 31:31–34
The First Lesson is from the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah.
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34
And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his
brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
31

A

Here ends the reading.

PSALM:

Psalm 46

1

God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
3
though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad
the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R
7
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the | shields with fire.
10
"Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted | in the earth."
SECOND LESSON:
Romans 3:19–28
The Second Lesson is from the third chapter of Romans.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.

21

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from
the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of
law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
A

Here ends the reading.

*VERSE

GOSPEL:
John 8:31–36
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you
say, ‘You will become free’?”
31

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house
forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will
be free indeed.
34

The Gospel of the Lord.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

“Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

LBW 230

SERMON
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*THE PRAYERS
Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the
Church, the world, and one another.
Thank you, heavenly Father, for your Holy Spirit, for his life-giving and
purifying fire, for his gifts of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might,
knowledge and fear of the Lord and joy in your presence. Thank you for
reforming, renewing, and sustaining your one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church on earth.
LORD in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
(Other intercessions are offered.)
P
Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD.
C Amen
*PEACE

P The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C And also with you.

*OFFERTORY

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.
A Blessed are You,
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness
You have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your
name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish,
but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our
hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in
His holy supper.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

COMMUNION HYMNS

LBW 198, 210, 224, WOV 710, 740

*COMMUNION
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present
In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available, please inform the Pastor of your needs.

P The body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
C Amen
*CANTICLE

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the spirit of Your love, O L ORD, and unite
the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus
Christ our LORD.
C Amen
*BENEDICTION
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

*RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Thy Strong Word”

*DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Built on the Rock

LBW 233

arr. Manz
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A Nursery/Cry Room is available on the second floor of the Education
Building for those who may need it.
Congratulations to our member who celebrates her
First Holy Communion today:

Hadley Kane Heller

Today following worship, we will eat, drink and
play games! This year it’s for everyone from one
to one-hundred and three. Bring your appetite for
Reformation (Octoberfest) food and get ready to
frolick the day away. Activities for everyone will
abound. Hot dogs, Brats, buns and drinks
provided. A free will offering will
be
taken to help defray the cost of food.
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHNS
Today

9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Junior Choir
Sunday School
Senior Choir
Fast 5 Minute Sight Singing Session
Worship: Communion
After Worship Frolicking
Youth Group

Monday 11/1

7:00 p.m.

Property meeting

Tuesday 11/2

6:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible study

Wednesday 11/3

9:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Children’s Hour
Junior Choir/Children’s Chimes
New Bells
Senior Bells
Pastor’s Bible study
Senior Choir

Thursday 11/4

9:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
2:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Children’s Hour
Women’s Bible Study
Catechism
Catechism

Sunday 11/7

9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Junior Choir
Sunday School
Senior Choir
Worship: Communion
Thrivent Turkey luncheon
Youth Group

Pastor’s Study
Beginning November 3, 2021
We will begin by looking at the NALC
Sacramental Practices statement. This is a
good review of what the Small Catechism
says about the sacraments,
with added
commentary/Bible Study.

CHILDREN’S HOUR
WEDNESDAY or THURSDAY
9:30-11:00am
ages 2 -5yrs
Sign up Anytime
Cost: $1 wk Donation
Join us….for our Fun-and-Faith-Filled, exceptional program that is available for all
potty-trained children ages 2 to 5 yrs old. Moms, Grandparents, Caregivers, Babies all
are welcome! Every week, we present a structured Children’s program that blends fun
preschool concepts with fun Biblical lessons. The cost is just a donation of $1.00 per
class/NOT required to pay to attend!
Anyone who wishes to join the Ladies of
the Von Bora Sunday School class, we
meet every Sunday @ 9:00 a.m. in the
church chapel on the second floor of the
Education building. Classes begin on Sunday, September 19th @
9:00 a.m. Contact person is Nancy Pierce and all are welcome!
Looking for Volunteers to coordinate the stocking &
maintaining of Katie’s Cupboard
Open - no questions asked, Katie’s Cupboard fills gaps in
services provided by organizations with operating hours and/or
requiring paperwork/documentation. It also encourages
community and love for neighbor. Join us in supporting Katie’s
Cupboard project in two ways. Purchase items when grocery shopping and
place inside the cupboard. Volunteer to work on the “keep it stocked
committee” to find ways to sustain this outreach through the congregation and
community.

St. John’s Women’s Ministry
We have 2 different times available
for our Week One of our 8 week study.
Tuesdays at 6pm OR Thursdays after Children’s
Hour at 11:15am Please note: Times may slightly
vary and will be announced weekly.

STUDY
SNACKS
DISCUSSION
FUN FELLOWSHIP * ZOOM AVAILBLE

VIDEOS
EVENTS & MORE

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS
Assisting Minister
Presiding Minister
Children’s Sermon
Opening Liturgist
Sermon
Comm Assistants
Acolytes
Camera Operator

Gene Hughes
Pastor Joyce Dix-Weiers
Pastor Carl Johnson
Pastor Matthew Vatalare
Pastor James Neal
Charlesetta Bleakney,
Rose Montgomery, Megan & Brett Taylor
Anna Choncek, Eva Shafer, Mollie Bouch, Cassie Smith
Keith Livengood

Brass Ensemble:
Dan Minnich
Frank Baker
Brendan Swanson
Nick Wranich

Trumpet
French Horn
Baritone
Timpani

STAFF MEMBERS
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry
Secretary
Sexton
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music
Sr. Choir Accompanist

Julie Smith
Christine Lettrich
Michael Craft
Rebecca Veith
Elizabeth Cramer

The flowers on the altar this morning are presented to the Glory of God and
in gratitude for the Rock of Salvation’s time and talents from Donna
Livengood.

OUR MISSION
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God,
each other, our community and our world. We will humbly and lovingly serve
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God.

Don’t forget to “fall back”. Daylight Savings
time ends next Sunday, November 7, 2021.

The Three “Solas” of Lutheran Theology:

“We are saved by Christ’s grace alone,
through faith alone,
which is made known in God’s Word alone.”

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which He prepared beforehand
that we should walk in them. —Ephesians 2:10

