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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the Fifth Sunday After Epiphany. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY FEBRUARY 7, 2021 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
O God, let Your Light and Your salvation come to us in all of its fullness and 

brightness, so that Christ may be seen and heard and touched by us and in us.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Liturgical Improvisation #1” Oldroyd 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*PROCESSIONAL  HYMN        “God Himself is Present” LBW 249 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 



 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P Let us pray 

Everlasting God, You give strength to the weak and power to the faint. 
Make us agents of Your healing and wholeness, that Your good news 
may be made known to the ends of Your creation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C Amen 
 
 

FIRST LESSON:   ISAIAH 40:21–31 

 

A The First Lesson is from the fortieth chapter of Isaiah. 

21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? 
    Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
    Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 



    and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
    and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
23 who brings princes to nothing, 
    and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 

24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
    scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither, 
    and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

25 To whom then will you compare me, 
    that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
    who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 
    calling them all by name, 
by the greatness of his might, 
    and because he is strong in power 
    not one is missing. 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 
    and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
    and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the faint, 
    and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
    and young men shall fall exhausted; 
31 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint 

 

A Here ends the reading 
 
 
 



PSALM   PSALM 147:1-11, 20C 
 

 

 

1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God! 
How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise! 
 2The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem, 
  and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel. 
3The LORD heals the | brokenhearted 
and binds | up their wounds. 
 4The LORD counts the number | of the stars 
  and calls them all | by their names. R 
5Great is our LORD and might- | y in power; 
there is no limit | to God’s wisdom. 
 6The LORD lifts | up the lowly, 
  but casts the wicked | to the ground. 
7Sing to the LORD| with thanksgiving; 
make music upon the harp | to our God, 
 8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds 
  and prepares rain for the earth,  
        making grass to grow up- | on the mountains. R 
9God provides food | for the cattle 
and for the young ravens | when they cry. 
 10God is not impressed by the might | of a horse, 
  and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner, 
11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD, 
in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah! R 
 
 
SECOND LESSON:   1 CORINTHIANS 9:16–23 

A The Second Lesson is from the ninth chapter of First Corinthians 

16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For 
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 
17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own 
will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? 
That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as 
not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 



19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, 
that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in 
order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the 
law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those 
under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the 
law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I 
might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I 
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all 
means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I 
may share with them in its blessings. 

 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

*VERSE 

 
 

*GOSPEL  MARK 1:29–39 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

 
29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon's mother-in-
law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 31 And 
he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left 
her, and she began to serve them. 
32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or 
oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at 
the door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, 
and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to 
speak, because they knew him. 
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he 
departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And 
Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they 
found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38 And he said 
to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, 



for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went throughout all Galilee, 
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

*HYMN “God, Whose Almighty Word” LBW 400 
 

SERMON 
 
*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen 

 

 
*THE PRAYERS 

With gratitude for the gift of Christ, let us draw near to our heavenly 
Father in prayer, asking his mercy for the Church, the world, and all 
who need his loving-kindness. 
A brief silence 
 



Father, we know that “Becoming all things to all people” means 
understanding other people so well that we know the best word or 
action that might lead them one step closer to trusting and loving 
Jesus. Give us that kind of sympathy and wisdom so that by all means, 
some may come to faith in Your Son! Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
 

P Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

ANTHEM “There is a Redeemer”  Green 
  Jerah Wranich - Soloist 
*OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
 

A Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PREFACE 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our 
Lord. Sharing our life, He lived among us to reveal Your glory and love, that 
our darkness should give way to His own brilliant light. And so, with the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

 
*SANCTUS 

 
 

Him 



*THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 
You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, that we may receive our LORD with a living faith as He comes to us in 
His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, LORD Jesus. 
P In the night in which He was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 214, 212,543, 200 WOV 709 

*COMMUNION 



  All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
0.In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

Please inform Pastor if you need a gluten-free communion wafer. 
 
 

P The body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in His grace. 
C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the spirit of Your love, O LORD, and unite 
the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus 
Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN       “I Love to Tell the Story” LBW 390 
 

*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Azmon”  arr. Cherwien 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015.  Scripture quotations 
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



 
The flower chart for 2021 has been posted in the narthex. 
Please take this opportunity to sign up for the dates that you 
would like to place flowers on the altar in memory or in honor 
of a loved one or special event. Flowers are $50.00.  
 
      
                Rock of our Salvation Worship 

Next Sunday February 14th and February 28th @ 8:30 a.m. 

     
  
Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

The Ash Wednesday Communion Service will be held on February 
17th at 7:00 p.m.  This is the beginning of our Lenten journey.  

Please plan to attend this meaningful service of ashes and Holy Communion 
as we embark together as Lenten Disciplines. 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
will be held at the Crafthouse restaurant on Thursday, 
February 11th at noon. Any questions, please contact 
Rose Montgomery at rosetrix38@comcast.net.  
All are welcome! 

 
 

Monday Lenten Bible Study 7:00 PM 
The Gospel of John 

Each Monday in Lent we will study a different part of John.  Find out why 
the Gospel of John is symbolized by the Eagle. 

Come soar on Eagle’s wings! 
No Homework. 

No reading outside of class. 
Just come and see! 

 
 

Tuesday Lenten Community Worship 
Each Tuesday will be  

a different host, congregation  
and preacher. 

7:00 PM 
To be announced. 

 

 
 

mailto:rosetrix38@comcast.net


Wednesday Lenten 
Adult Catechism Study @ 7:00 p.m. 

             March 13: Ten Commandments 
             March 20: Apostles’ Creed 
             March 27: Lord’s Prayer 
             April 3: The Sacraments, Confession 
             April 10: Lutheran History/Theology 
 

 
Lenten Men’s Breakfasts 
Every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 

Beginning February 20th 
 

The men of St. John’s will be meeting on Saturday mornings for 
Breakfast and Study. 
 

Pastor Johnson is looking for some brave individuals willing to cook 
and clean up after the breakfast. Following the meal will be a brief 
program and everything will be finished by 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Mechling-Shakley Veterans Center 

The local Mechling-Shakley Veterans Center has been “locked 

down” for a significant time due to COVID.  We are taking up 

a collection of items such as non-perishable foods, toiletries, 

cleaning supplies and monetary donations.  A more detailed 

list of needs can be found in the narthex and on the podium 

by the alley entrance.  The purpose of the collection is to 

brighten their days during this oppressive time. Donations 

will continue to be collected up until the Soup and Sandwich 

event on February 13, 2021. Thank you for your support! 

 
 

 



 

The St. John’s Care Team  
During these difficult times, if there’s any help you may need from your 

church family, please contact the church office @ 724-548-2051. 

In addition, the Care Team will be holding another meal distribution on 

Saturday, February 13,2021.  Anyone can pre-order a meal.  This is a 

great time to remember a neighbor or family member who could benefit.  

The menu will consist of your choice of chicken noodle (homemade) or 

tomato soup, ham salad or chicken salad sandwich and cookies. 

Please call the church office by Monday, February 8th to reserve a meal.  

Meals can be picked up at the side alley entrance to the church between 

2:00-3:00 PM on Saturday, February 13th.  Also donations of cookies 

would be most appreciated!  A few individuals willing to deliver meals to 

our shut-ins are also needed.  Cookies can be left at the church prior to 

Friday, February 12th.  Please let the church office know if you are able to 

assist with cookie donations or delivery. 

John 15:12 says “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you.”  Please join us as we share our love with those within our 

church family, our neighbors, friends, family and those in our community. 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 9:30 a.m. No choir practice or Sunday school
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Group on Zoom 
  
Monday 2/8 7:00 p.m. Council meeting 

 

Wednesday 2/10 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour Facebook Live 
 

Thursday 2/11 2:45 p.m. Catechism 
 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 
Saturday 2/13 2:00 p.m. Soup & Sandwich Meal Distribution 
  2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
  

Sunday 2/14 8:30 a.m. Rock of Salvation Worship  
 9:30 a.m. No choir practice or Sunday school 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Group on Zoom 

  



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Minister Deb Bouch 
Lector  Roger Mechling 
Comm. Assistants Karen Waugaman, Julie Smith  
Acolyte Marlee Smith 
Camera Operator  Keith Livengood 
 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


