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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the Third Sunday in Lent. Please register your 
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. 
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s 
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 7, 2021 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 

Bless us, O Lord, with a reverent sense of Your presence so that we may be 
still and adore You.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen  
 
PRELUDE “These Holy Mysteries” Wagner 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*OPENING  HYMN     “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God”                LBW 103 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P Let us pray 
Eternal Lord, Your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Your Son. Help us to hear Your Word and obey 
it, so that we become instruments of Your redeeming love, through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

FIRST LESSON:  EXODUS 20:1–17 
A The First Lesson is from the twentieth chapter of Exodus. 
 
And God spoke all these words, saying, 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 



4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall 
labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 
LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or 
your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 
livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in 
the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or 
his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 

PSALM:  PSALM 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament shows His handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, 
and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, 
 and their message to the ends of the world. 
5In the deep has He set a pavilion for the sun; 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
 and runs about to the end of it again; 



 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear and  

gives light to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold,  

more than much fine gold, 
 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
11By them also is Your servant enlightened, 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can tell how often he offends? 
 Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep Your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and  

the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in Your sight, 
 O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON:  1 CORINTHIANS 1:18–25 
A The Second Lesson is from the first chapter of First Corinthians. 
 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 



A Here ends the reading. 
 
*VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 2:13–22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
 

 
 

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and 
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And 
making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, 
“Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of 
trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six 
years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But 
he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 



 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

*HYMN “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LBW 327 
 
SERMON 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*THE PRAYERS 
Let us humbly beseech God for His mercy upon the Church, the world, and 
one another. 

A brief silence 
Thank you, Father, for Your dear Son, for making him Your living Temple and 
our eternal “house of prayer.” Give us faith to pray together, with Him, “Our 
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” 
Lord in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 

P Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

ANTHEM “The Old Rugged Cross” Bennard 
  Soloist – Bill McMaster  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*OFFERTORY 

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
 

A Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord. You bid Your people cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and 
bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

*SANCTUS 

 

 

Him 



*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 214, 203, 124, 198 WOV 711 

*COMMUNION 
             All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 

in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 
Please inform Pastor if you need a gluten-free communion wafer. 

The body of Christ, given for you.   The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in His grace. 
C Amen 



*CANTICLE

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.… Almighty God, You gave Your Son both as a sacrifice 
for sin and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive Him always with 
thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to His; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
 
*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN      “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” LBW 117 



 
*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE  “Here Yet Awhile” Bach 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015.  Scripture quotations 
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
CCLI Streaming License #11425682. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir  
 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday school 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 6-12 Big screen game night 
 
Monday 3/8 7:00 p.m. Monday Lenten Bible Study 
  The Book of Signs 
  The Seven Miracles of Jesus 
 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study in person 
 
Tuesday 3/9 7:00 p.m. Lenten Community Worship @ St. Paul’s        
 6:00 p.m. New Bells 
 6:30 p.m. Senior Bells   
 
Wednesday 3/10 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour in person 
 11:30 a.m. Children’s Hour Facebook  
 7:00 p.m. Adult Catechism  
  The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Thursday 3/11 11:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study via Zoom  
 2:45 p.m. Catechism 
 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 
Saturday 3/13 8:00 a.m. Lenten Men’s Breakfast  
 
Sunday 3/14 8:30 a.m. Rock of our Salvation 
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir  
 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday school 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 9-12 Dunkin Run 
 

 
 

The flower chart for 2021 has been posted in the narthex. 
Please take this opportunity to sign up for the dates that you 
would like to place flowers on the altar in memory or in honor of 
a loved one or special event. Flowers are $50.00.  

      
        



 Monday Lenten Bible Study 7:00 PM 
The Gospel of John 

Each Monday in Lent we will study a different part of John.  
 The Book of Signs 

The Seven Miracles of Jesus 
No Homework. 

No reading outside of class. Just come and see! 
 

Tuesday Lenten Community Worship 
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. 

Date Speaker Host Church 

March 9th   Pastor Walt Marr St. Paul’s Episcopal 

March 16th Rev. Jeremy Andrews First Baptist 

March 23rd Rev. Carl Johnson Cornerstone Assembly of God 
 
 

Wednesday Lenten Adult Catechism Study 7:00 p.m. 
                    
                                  March 10: Lord’s Prayer 

       March 17: The Sacraments, Confession 
                      March 24: Lutheran History/Theology 

           
               Lenten Men’s Breakfasts 

     Every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. Beginning February 20th 
The men of St. John’s will be meeting on Saturday mornings 
for breakfast and study. Following the meal will be a brief 
program and we will be finished by 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 St. John’s Women’s Ministry 
      Zoom & In Person Bible Study 

Max Lucado: Anxious For Nothing 
Available on Amazon and Kindle Version. 

Please contact the office by email if you’d like 

to join the Zoom meeting beginning Thursday 

March 4th, at 11:00 a.m. Please have read 

through section one. In person meeting will continue on Monday, 

March 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the church gathering room. All are 

welcome! 



 
 

Electronic Giving 

is Good for  

You and the Church 

You can now make a contribution to St. John’s through a mobile 
app!  
 
To get started, download GivePlus Church for free from the App Store 
or Google Play. Simply search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find 
and download the app today. Then, you can easily make donations 
directly from your smartphone using your debit/credit card or 
checking/savings account.  
You can also choose to donate as a guest or set up an account that 
allows you to securely and conveniently schedule recurring donations 
and manage and review your giving history.  
We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our ministry and 
thank you for your support! 

 
1. Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone• 
2. Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit 

card or checking/savings account• 
3. Log in or donate as a guest• 
4. Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch 

ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password. 
5.  

To give through the app, search your phone’s app store for 
“GivePlus Mobile” or contact the church office. 

 
 
 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins next 
Sunday, March 14, 2021! 
 

 



 

           Easter Flowers 

Flowers may be purchased to place in the church for 

Easter Sunday. Please fill out this form and place it in 

the offering plate or mail to: St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, 218 N. Jefferson Street, Kittanning, PA. 

Please include payment; if check, make out to St. 

John’s Lutheran Church with the designation “Easter 

flowers” in the memo line. Orders must be placed 

by March 19th.  The cost of the flowers is as follows: 

 

______Lilies   $9.00 

 

______Tulips  $9.00 

 

______Daffodils                     $9.00 

 

In memory of:  

________________________________________________________  

 

Given by:  

________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of: _______________________________________________ 

 

Given by: ________________________________________________ 

 

______ I will take my flower(s) after Easter Worship. 

 

______ Please take my flower(s) to a shut-in. 



 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Assisting Minister Cheryl Mechling 
Lector  Gene Hughes 
Comm. Assistants Deb Bouch, Gene Hughes 
Acolyte Marlee Smith 
Camera Operator  Keith Livengood 
  
 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are saved by 
God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, each other, our 
community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve by proclaiming the 
Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading others to fellowship, 
supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents as well as our resources and 
by thanking and praising God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


