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April 2, 2021 

Tenebrae comes from the Latin word meaning “shadows” or “darkness”. 
Originally it was a Holy Week service, which has become a tradition for 
Good Friday. As the shadows lengthen from the gradual darkening, we 
sense the dark night of the soul.  The King is crucified. 
Tonight we hear the story from the Gospel according to St. John, which 
offers us hope, not despair, a witness of faith.  The Light from on high will 
overcome the darkness in the World.  On the Cross, the King is 
enthroned, as he is lifted up, so all people are drawn to the Father. 

This is truly Good Friday. 
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Good Friday  April 2, 2021 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Dear Lord, we praise You that by the death of Christ and His temporary 
repose in the grave, our graves may be made hallowed places of rest.  Grant 
us abiding faith in His glorious resurrection from the dead and in rising with 
Him through faith.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
Silence for Meditation 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  (P: Pastor; C: Congregation) 
P:  Almighty God, we ask You to look with mercy on Your family, for whom our 
LORD Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the 
hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
C:  AMEN. 
 
FIRST LESSON AND CANDLE LIGHTING Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 
THE PSALM  Psalm 22:1-23 
    (Read responsively by whole verse) 
1My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? 
Why are You so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?  
 2O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; 
 and by night, but find no rest. 
3Yet You are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 4In You our ancestors trusted; 
 they trusted, and You delivered them. 
5To You they cried, and were saved; 
in You they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 6But I am a worm, and not human; 
 scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7All who see me mock at me; 
they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
 8‘Commit your cause to the LORD; let Him deliver— 
 let Him rescue the one in whom He delights!’ 
9Yet it was You who took me from the womb; 
You kept me safe on my mother’s breast.  
 10On You I was cast from my birth, 
 and since my mother bore me You have been my God. 
11Do not be far from me, 
for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  
 12Many bulls encircle me, 
 strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 



 

13they open wide their mouths at me, 
like a ravening and roaring lion.  
 14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint;  
 my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 
15my mouth is dried up like a potsherd,  
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
You lay me in the dust of death.  
 16For dogs are all around me;  
 a company of evildoers encircles me. 
 My hands and feet have shriveled; 
17I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me;  
 18they divide my clothes among themselves, 
 and for my clothing they cast lots. 
19But You, O LORD, do not be far away! 
O my help, come quickly to my aid!  
 20Deliver my soul from the sword, 
 my life from the power of the dog!  
21Save me from the mouth of the lion!  
From the horns of the wild oxen You have rescued me.  
 22I will tell of Your name to my brothers and sisters; 
 in the midst of the congregation I will praise You: 
23You who fear the LORD, praise Him! 
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify Him; 
stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel!  
 
THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 
JESUS IS ARRESTED AND BETRAYED John 18:1-14 
 Extinguish First Candle 
 *Hymn (v. 1-3) “Go to Dark Gethsemane” LBW 109 
 
JESUS IS DENIED  John 18:15-27 
 Extinguish Second Candle 
 *Hymn “Ah, Holy Jesus” LBW 123 
 
JESUS IS TRIED  John 18:28-40 
 Extinguish Third Candle 
 *Hymn “In the Hour of Trial” LBW 106 
 
JESUS IS SCOURGED AND SENTENCED John 19:1-16 
 Extinguish Fourth Candle 
 *Hymn “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” LBW 117 
 
 
 



JESUS IS CRUCIFIED  John 19:17-27 
 Extinguish Fifth Candle 
 *Hymn  “Glory Be to Jesus” LBW 95 
 
JESUS DIES  John 19:28-42 
 Extinguish Sixth Candle 
 *Hymn “Were You There” LBW 92 vs. 1-3 
 
THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 
*THE PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 
P: Behold the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 

whole world. 
C: O come let us worship Him. 

P: Behold the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 
whole world. 

C: O come let us worship Him. 

P: Behold the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 
whole world. 

C: O come let us worship Him. 
 
*HYMN   “The Royal Banners Forward Go” LBW 124 
 
*P:  We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You. 
*C: By Your holy cross You have redeemed the world. 

 
 

You may remain for silent prayer and meditation. 
 
 

The Service Continues on Sunday morning with 
11:00 a.m. Worship and Holy Communion 

 
The offering plates are in the back of the church to receive your gifts this 
evening. 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Saturday      8:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast 
      9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Decorating 
         12:00 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Sunday                     EASTER SUNDAY 
   9:45 a.m. Easter breakfast 
      11:00 a.m. Worship 


