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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church in 
America. We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of 
the Word this morning as we celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Easter. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 10, 2020 
Prayer upon entering God’s House: 

Eternal God, help us to maintain our focus on Your glory, rather than on the 
glories of the world. We turn our hearts to You as the Holy Giver of all life.  
Deepen our devotion to You. Hear us, O Lord, we pray,  Amen. 
 
PRELUDE Meditation Grace 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 

*OPENING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” LBW 377 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P Let us pray. 
O God, form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make 
us love what You command and desire what You promise, that, amid 
all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is 
found; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen 
 

FIRST LESSON:  ACTS 7:55–60 
A The First Lesson is from the seventh chapter of Acts. 
 

55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, 
he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees 
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
Already we have the martyrdom of Stephen, the first martyr.  He dies 
with a vision of Jesus, following Jesus’ example by forgiving those who 
are putting him to death.  The world always calls for vengeance and 
retribution.  Jesus calls us to forgive our enemies.  The world only 
knows fear and death.  Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  
Others are hell-bent to multiply death.  Only Jesus brings life. 
 
PSALM:       Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
 make haste to deliver me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
 for you are my tower of strength. 
5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  

and from those who persecute me. 
16Make your face to shine upon your servant, 
and in your loving kindness save me." 
 



SECOND LESSON:      1 Peter 2:2-10 
A The Second Lesson is from the second chapter of First Peter. 
 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and 
“A stone of stumbling, 
    and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
A Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 

*VERSE 

 
 
 

GOSPEL:  John 14:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter. 



 
 
 

 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If 
you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or 
else believe on account of the works themselves. 
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my 
name, I will do it. 
  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” LBW 370 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 



*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

ANTHEM                   How Can I Keep From Singing                   Fettke  
 
*OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
*THE PRAYERS 

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all 
people according to their need. 
 

Thank you, Jesus, for being our Way, our Truth and for giving us abundant 
life. You know us by name, claim us and guide us every day. 
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen 
 
 



*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “You Are the Way” LBW 464 
 

*DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Grand Choeur”  DeKoster 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#23015. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 
Sunday, June 7 is the date St. John’s will recognize their 2020 
graduates. Graduates will be recognized on Sunday with a Fellowship 
hour in the Social Hall following worship, and will also participate in the 
service. If you are a high school, college or tech school graduate 
or know of someone who is, please contact the church office at 
(724) 548-2051. Forms are available in the narthex to help provide 
necessary information. Pictures are also needed to complete our 
graduate brochure.  Please turn in all information by May 18th. 
 
 
 
 



 

St. Johns! Meal Distribution is 
Upcoming on 

May 16th, from 11:30am-
1:00pm... 

 
We need your meal orders and we 
need some donations!.... Also... if 

your neighbors may want a meal! 
  We will be distributing Spaghetti Dinners. Each meal will include 

Spaghetti, Meatless or Meat Sauce, Bread and Dessert.  
If you would like to sign up for a meal(s), Please contact Tammy 

Fleeger at 724-664-1773 or by email at tammyfleeger@aol.com.... 
 

For orders, Please indicate: Quantity, Sauce Preference, and if you 
would like your meal delivered or Pick up at church. 

 
Donations for the spaghetti dinner, that we are still in need of:  

6 loaves of fresh bread, or rolls 
10 lbs of ground meat 

 
Also, if you are interested in donating these items, please contact 

Tammy Fleeger as well. When dropping off your donations, office is 
open 9 am-3:30 pm M-F, (Please ring buzzer when you drop off)... or 

leave you donation on the white bench at the alley entrance. 
If you have any questions, please let Julie, Tammy or the office know... 

724-548-2051 
 
 

Calling all Youth that are 80 AND OVER! 
We need your wisdom and advice! Please send your 

wisdom and advice for our 2020 Graduates, as we put 

together a surprise for them.  

Please turn in your “words” by May 12th.  

Please put together a few sentences or paragraph, with 

your thoughts about life, faith, work, and/or family that our 

graduates can take with them through life. 

Please email stjohnskittanning@gmail.com 

Or Mail to 218 N. Jefferson St Kittanning, Pa 16201 

mailto:tammyfleeger@aol.com
mailto:stjohnskittanning@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

Pentecost  Flowers 
Geraniums may be purchased to place in the church for Pentecost 
Sunday on May, 31, 2020. Please complete the form below to place in 
the offering plate or mail to St. John’s Church at 218 N. Jefferson 
Street., Kittanning. Checks should be made out to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church with “Pentecost flowers” in the memo line. Flowers are $5.00 
each.  Deadline is May 11th. 
 

# Geraniums _________ 

 

 (Please indicate number of flowers desired) 

 

In memory of _________________________________________ 

 
Given by: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
In honor of ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Given by: ____________________________________________ 

 



 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 
Monday 5/11   8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Tuesday 5/12    8:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer 
 
Wednesday 5/13 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
  
Thursday 5/14   8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Friday 5/15 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Saturday 5/16 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 5/17 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Memory Verse of the week 
Assisting Minister    Karen Waugaman 
Lector  Olivia Whiteman 
 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
   
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 


