
 
  

 
 
 

Combined Worship Service 
Of area NALC Congregations 

 
October 27, 2019 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate Reformation Sunday. Please register your 
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. 
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s 
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



REFORMATION SUNDAY OCTOBER 27, 2019 

Prayer upon entering God’s House: 
O Lord God, we ask You to pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful 
people, keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us, and 
bestow upon us, Your Church, Your saving peace, through Jesus Christ we 
pray.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE Festival Prelude on Ein Feste Burg Faulkes 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” LBW 229 
 
*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

*Those who are able, please stand            LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 
 



 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in Your Word, protect and comfort 
them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and 
bestow on the Church Your saving peace; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FIRST LESSON:               Jeremiah 31:31–34
 The First Lesson is from the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah. 
 

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not 
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

  

A Here ends the reading. 



 
PSALM:        Psalm 46 

 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
a very present | help in trouble. 

2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

3though its waters | rage and foam, 
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad  
the cit- | y of God, 
the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
God shall help it at the | break of day. 

6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
God speaks, and the earth | melts away.   R 

7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
and burns the | shields with fire. 

10"Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations; 
I will be exalted | in the earth." 

 
SECOND LESSON:      Romans 3:19–28
 The Second Lesson is from the third chapter of Romans. 
 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. 



21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from 
the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Jesus. 
27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of 
law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that 
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

*VERSE 

 
GOSPEL:       John 8:31–36  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter. 

 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of 
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you 
say, ‘You will become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house 
forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed.  

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 



 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

ST. JOHN’S SR BELL CHOIR           O Worship the King    arr.  Hendricks 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY     “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LBW 230 
 

SERMON 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 

*THE PRAYERS 
Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the 
Church, the world, and one another. 
 

Gracious Father, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your Church. Make it Your 
holy habitation, keep it steadfast in Your Word, strengthen it in the face of 
temptation, defend it from evil, reform and purify it from sin and error, and 
bestow on it Your saving peace. Be the refuge and strength of Christians 
throughout the world.  
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

(Other intercessions are offered.) 

P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 
*PEACE 

P The peace of the LORD be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 



ANTHEM “God is a Rock” Pendergrast 
 
*OFFERTORY

 

 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 
 
A Blessed are You,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness 
You have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer 
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who 
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 
You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in 
His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 198, 210, 224, WOV 710, 740 



*COMMUNION 
  All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
  In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in His grace. 
C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the spirit of Your love, O LORD, and unite 
the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food; through  Jesus 
Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN “Thy Strong Word” LBW 233 
 

*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



POSTLUDE  “Toccata on "A Mighty Fortress"” Whitford 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Fifth Annual Reformation Frolicking Festival 
Today following worship we will eat, drink and play games!  This 
year it’s for everyone from one to one hundred two.  Activities for 
everyone will abound.  Bring your appetite for Reformation 
(Octoberfest) food and get ready to frolic the day away.  Today’s 
menu includes, brats, hot dogs, buns, sauerkraut, salads, 
desserts and drinks. 

Please stay to feast and frolic! 
 
 
 

BEN HUR Book Discussion Group 
You’ve seen the movie, now read the book! BEN HUR isn’t just a story 
of revenge, naval battles and chariot races, but is rather a timeless, 
classic tale of the Christ, love, and redemption. Be part of the fun as we 
discuss the novel, sharing the trials, tribulations and ultimate joys of 
Judah Ben Hur. 
We’ll meet the second Tuesday of each month, beginning November 
12. The books are in.  Cost per book is $12.  Please contact the office 
by phone (724-548-2051) or email (stjohnskittanning@gmail.com) as 
soon as possible to reserve your copy. Yes, it’s a long book, but we’ve 
done longer (PILLARS OF THE EARTH comes to mind). 

You’ll be glad you joined the group. 
Did we say there’ll be snacks? 

 
 
 

St. John’s Annual Turkey (Ham) Dinner – November 10 
We will be serving ham at our turkey luncheon. A free-will offering will 
be taken and proceeds will go to the Armstrong County Community 
Action Agency to be used toward the purchase of Thanksgiving turkey 
dinners for the needy in our community. 
If you cannot come to the luncheon but would like to participate by 
making a donation, just put your offering envelope marked “Turkeys” in 
the offering plate during worship. Because the Thrivent Action Team is 
sponsoring this dinner, every penny raised by the dinner will go to the 
Community Action Agency Turkey Fund. 



Fireflies Program 
We are beginning a new program to minister to the needs of 

children in our community Monday and Friday evenings.  

Volunteers are needed to help with activities, as well as meeting 

other needs, like snacks, supplies, homework assistance, etc. Let’s 

shine the Light of Christ! 
 

 
Don’t forget to “fall back”.  Daylight Savings time ends next Saturday 
night, November 2, 2019. 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
TODAY 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 12:00 p.m. After Worship Frolicking 
 5:00 p.m. Ladies Bible Study 
   6:30 p.m. Youth Group Flannel Fest 
 

Monday 10/28 7:00 p.m. Worship & Music 
 7:30 p.m. Fireflies 
 

Wednesday 10/30 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 6:00 p.m. New Bells 
 6:30 p.m. Senior Bells 
 8:00 p.m. Senior Choir 
 

Thursday 10/31 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 4:30 p.m. Trunk or Treat * 
 

Friday 11/1 7:00 p.m. Fireflies 
 

Sunday 11/3 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 5:00 p.m. Ladies Bible Study 
 TBA. Youth Group Movie Outing 
 

*Catechism students will be picked up at their normal time and 
will help with set up and Trunk or Treat program. 



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Presiding Minister  Pastor Matthew Vatalare 
Children’s Sermon  Pastor Carl Johnson 
Sermon  Pastor Joyce Dix-Weiers 
Assisting Minister Gene Hughes 
Acolyte Cassidy Smith, Eva Shafer 
  Ashlynn & Brenna Zurn 
Greeters   Lance & Christine Whiteman 
Ushers    Alice Stitt, Keith Livengood 
  John Swanson, Brock Hodak 
Camera Operator  Tyler McMahon 
 
Brass Ensemble: 
Dan Minnich          Trumpet 
Frank Baker           French Horn 
Dave Lindeman     Euphonium 
 

 
STAFF MEMBERS 

Assistant to the Pastor  Nancy Cerutti 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Tricia Howard 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 
 

 
The flowers on the altar this morning are presented to the Glory of God and 
in celebration of their Twentieth Wedding Anniversary by Ryan and Sara 
Shafer. 

 
 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 



  
St. John’s members, please contact the church office with 

updated addresses for  
college students and Military by NOVEMBER 1!!!!! 

 

 

Social Ministry Cookie Packing 
November 4. 

One of our great traditions is to send cookies and treats to our college 
students & military. A delicious package from home lets them know that 
we’re thinking about them.  Please bring in cookies for the college and 
military, November 4 and mark college cookies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Three “Solas” of Lutheran Theology: 

“We are saved by Christ’s grace alone, 

through faith alone, 

which is made known in God’s Word alone.” 
 

 

 


