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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. We 
welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word this 
morning as we celebrate the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Please register 
your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. All 
who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper are 
invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 20) SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Gracious God, we pray that You will draw us all nearer to You.  Strengthen the 
devotion of those who are falling away and inspire anew all those whose 
doubts burden them.  In the matchless name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Allein Gott in Der Hoh Sei Her” Bach 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

*OPENING HYMN  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LBW 551 

*GREETING 
 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, You call us to work in Your vineyard and leave no one 
standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of Your kingdom, and help 
us to order our lives by Your wisdom; through Your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen 
 



FIRST LESSON:  JONAH 3:10—4:11 

The First Lesson is from the third and fourth chapters of Jonah. 
 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, 
God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and 
he did not do it. 
4 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he 
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I said when I 
was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for 
I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore 
now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 
5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see 
what would become of the city. 6 Now the LORD God appointed a plant 
and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort So Jonah was exceedingly glad 
because of the plant. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8 When 
the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he 
might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said 
to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, 
I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” 10 And the LORD said, “You 
pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, 
which came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should 
not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much 
cattle?” 
 
A Here ends the reading 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM:   PSALM 145:1–8 

I will extol you, my God and King, 
and bless your name forever and ever. 
     2 Every day I will bless you 
     and praise your name forever and ever. 
3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
and his greatness is unsearchable. 
     4 One generation shall commend your works to another, 
     and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
     6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
      and I will declare your greatness. 
7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
     8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
     slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON:   PHILIPPIANS 1:21–30 

 The Second Lesson is from the first chapter of Philippians. 
 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot 
tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will 
remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 
26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 
because of my coming to you again. 
27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 
faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, 
and that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 
Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 
30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I 
still have. 
 A Here ends the reading 
 
 



*VERSE 

 
GOSPEL:   MATTHEW 20:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter. 

  

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing 
with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 
whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about 
the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning 
with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh 
hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired 
first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 
received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master 
of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what 
belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the 
first last.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 



 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY      “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LBW 439 
 
SERMON 
 
 
ANTHEM “Give Me Jesus”  arr. Harlan 
 
*OFFERTORY 

 

 
*THE PRAYERS 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Thank you, Father, for calling us to be your disciples and workers in your 
Kingdom’s vineyard, for seeking us to do your work. Give us grace to hear 
your call and strength to do your will. Thank you for the wages of everlasting 
life and salvation. 
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 
 
 



 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Blessing and Honor” LBW 525 
 
*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Woodlands” arr. Kerr 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 Sunday School will begin for all 

ages, masks encouraged, social distancing… 

Some will be facebook live… for those who aren’t 

able to make it.  

Beginning Sept. 20th at 9:45am.  Kiddos will learn 

amazing Bible Stories with our Dig In Curriculum. 

And Big Kids will study the Word of God, that 

transforms us every time we read it!  

 

Pastor’s Sunday School Class 
The Word of God 

You’re Invited: Bible Study 
Pastor’s Sunday School Classroom 

Beginning Today 



 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

TODAY 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion -Rock of our  
  Salvation Praise Band 
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:30 p.m. Ignition 
  
Monday 9/21  8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 7:00 p.m. Mutual Ministry Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Fireflies 
    
Tuesday 9/22 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
  
Wednesday 9/23 8:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 6:00 p.m. New Bells 
 6:30 p.m. Senior Bells 
  
Thursday 9/24 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 1:00 p.m. Newsletter Mailing 
 2:45 & 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 
Friday 9/25 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Saturday 9/26 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  
  
Sunday 9/27 8:30 a.m. Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 Noon Progressive Workshop Luncheon 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 

 
 
 



 
 

Childrens Hour 
began Sept. 16th and 17th 
9:30am-11:00am, weekly 

We will provide a safe and clean environment for the kids 
to gather in small groups and learn amazing Bible Stories, 

cute crafts, preschool concepts and fun activities as we grow up in 
faith!  We will be using 2 different rooms for each week, as to keep 
germ spreading to a minimum. *If any event occurs where we would 
need to cancel, we will then continue our facebook live classes.  
 

 
Harvest Home Sunday  

October 11, 2020 
Donations of non-perishable food items or 
monetary donations are being collected 

September through October 11, 2020 to be given to the Kittanning 
Food Bank and may be placed in front of the church pulpit to be given 
to the Kittanning Food Bank. Monetary donations can be marked on 
your offering envelope “Food Bank”. There is GREAT need in our 
community and this is a wonderful way to share God's love by giving to 
our local food bank to help our neighbors in need! Thank you! 
PLEASE NOTE:  Home-canned goods cannot be distributed through 
the Food Bank. 

 
Progressive Workshop Luncheon 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 
following Worship. 

Sponsored by the Fellowship and Social 
Ministry Committees. Bring your appetite and 
your generous donations to support the 

Progressive Workshop. If you are unable to attend the Luncheon, 
but would like to make a donation, please mark your offering 
envelope “Progressive Workshop” and place in the offering plate 
during Worship. Thank you! 

 



 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Minister  Julie Smith (E) 
   Deb Bouch (L) 
Lector  Lori Young (E) 
   John Swanson (L) 
Communion Assistants                                  Karen Waugaman, Lori Young (E) 
                                                               Johns Swanson, Rose Montgomery (L) 
Camera Operator                                         Keith Livengood, Robert John (E) 
   Nick Wranich (L) 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
   
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 


