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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the Fifth Sunday After Pentecost. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 9) JULY 5, 2020 
Prayer upon entering God's House: 

We bow before You, Lord God, seeking to serve You wherever You place us.  
Guide our lives in faith to discern Your will.  Give us courage to speak and act 
as instruments of Your love and truth.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Fantasia on “America” Broughton 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*OPENING HYMN  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LBW 439 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 



 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 
God of glory and love, peace comes from You alone. Send us as 
peacemakers and witnesses to Your kingdom, and fill our hearts with 
joy in Your promises of salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
C Amen 
 
 
 



FIRST LESSON:  Zechariah 9:9–12 

A The First Lesson is from the ninth chapter of Zechariah. 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
    righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
PSALM:      Psalm 145:8–15 
 

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 9The LORD is loving to everyone 
 and his compassion is over all his works. 
10All your works praise you, O LORD, 
and your faithful servants bless you. 
 11They make known the glory of your kingdom 
 and speak of your power; 
12that the peoples may know of your power 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; 
 your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
14The LORD is faithful in all his words 
and merciful in all his deeds. 
 15The LORD upholds all those who fall; 
 he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
 



SECOND LESSON:  Romans 7:15–25a 
A The Second Lesson is from the seventh chapter of Romans. 
 

15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the 
ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 
not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is 
no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in 
my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I 
myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the 
law of sin. 

 

A Here ends the reading 

 

*VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL:   Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30 

P        The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the eleventh chapter. 

  
16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 
17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 



18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
  25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me 
by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON   
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” LBW 324 
    

SERMON   
 

* NICENE CREED 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

 



*THE PRAYERS 

A Let us lift our hearts, hands, and voices in prayer to God on behalf 
of all people. 

 
Dear Father we thank you for your love through Jesus. Thank you 
for soul’s refreshment and heart’s ease, for mind’s nourishment and 
body’s rest. Thank you for faith, family, and freedom, for liberty and 
justice and for the countless blessings we so often take for granted. 

A LORD in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 

P Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 
ANTHEM “America the Beautiful” Bates 
 
*OFFERTORY

 

 
 
 
 
 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
 
A Blessed are You,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You 
have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your 
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that You 
have made, for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 

PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 
world You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation 
You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as 
He comes to us in His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 



 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 197, 198, 212, 200, WOV 709 
 

*COMMUNION 
  All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
  In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in His grace. 
C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 
 



 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.…We give You thanks almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray 
that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 
*BENEDICTION 

P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and 
give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

CLOSING HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LBW 467 
 
‘*DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “God of Our Fathers”  Thiewes 
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Church Picnic 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 

12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Belmont Complex Small Pavilion 

 
Drinks, hamburgers and hot 

dogs will be provided. 
Please bring your own tableware  

and a covered dish or 
dessert to share.   

Don’t forget your swim suit and sunscreen! 
 

Pavilion rental is until 3:30 p.m.,  
but we can stay and swim and enjoy the day!   

Hope to see you there!!!!! 



 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHNS 

 
Today 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 
Monday  7/6     8:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
  
Tuesday  7/7 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
 1:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 
Wed 7/8  8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
 
Thursday 7/9 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
 
Friday 7/10 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
   
Saturday 7/11 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 7/12 8:30 a.m. Worship: Rock of Salvation 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 
 
 

Join us any time for Daily Prayer 
Every day, Monday through Saturday, at 8:00 am Pastor leads daily 
prayer on St. John’s YouTube.  Because it’s on YouTube, you can tune 
in any time throughout the day.  Bulletins to follow along are available 
on the website and there are print bulletins available at the doors.  
Because the readings for daily prayer follow the two-year lectionary, 
almost the entire Bible is read over two years. 

Please join us each day that we might lift up  
our hearts and minds together to God. 



 
A Summer Ministry Project  

Give a Child the Opportunity to Succeed in School 
Why school supplies? To the children who receive School Kits, these 
supplies mean the difference in keeping up in class. Public school is 
free, but few supplies are given to the students. The much-needed 
supplies, may be more than some parents can afford. These supplies 
will have a HUGE impact on many children’s education and love of 
learning. 
Please place your donated items in the box in the church narthex or the 
box in the new narthex (Gathering area) by the youth table.  Thank you 
for your help! 
 

All of us can collect school supplies! 
in each School Kit: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks: of wide- or college-ruled paper 
approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

• One 30-centimeter ruler: or a ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well) 

• Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together 
with a rubber band 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together 
with a rubber band 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• One 2½” eraser 

• One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag 
approximately14” X 17” with shoulder straps or a standard 
backpack. 

 

All items should be new and in good condition.  
Watch the sales papers, many items are on sale now for “Back to 
School”. 
 

Last year we collected 86 backpacks that were 
distributed. The challenge is before us. 

.  



 
     

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR VBS!  

We will need the following: Specific donations for food 

items, games, craft items and prize items and 

more…I will set up a list in the back of the church.  

VBS will be in the evening, and will be set 

up a little like Trunk Or Treat with carnival 

games, and stations. We are recruiting 

families to take a station, like we did in the 

fall. Please let me know if you are interested. 

Remember, it’s 3 nights, 1.5 hours. Decorations: We 

will need people to make some decorations, and games, artwork, etc… During 

the month of July, during the day. Please contact Julie if you can help. 

Carnival VBS 

SUMMER  

FUN   FAIR 

https://www.facebook.com/events/582889269030346/
https://vbsmate.com/events/


 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Assisting Minister  Karen Waugaman (E) 
   Lance Whiteman (L) 
Lector  Nancy Pierce (E) 
   Cheryl Mechling (L) 
Communion Assistants Karen Waugaman, Nancy Pierce (E) 
  Lance & Olivia Whiteman (L) 
Camera Operator  Elizabeth John (E) 
        Keith Livengood (L) 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Vocal Choirs Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 
 

 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 

 
 
 

“Despotism may govern without faith, but liberty cannot. 

Religion is much more necessary in the republic which they 

set forth in glowing colors than in the monarchy which they 

attack; it is more needed in democratic republics than in any 

others.  

“How is it possible that society should escape destruction if 

the moral tie is not strengthened in proportion as the political 

tie is relaxed? And what can be done with a people who are 

their own masters if they are not submissive to the Deity?” 
—Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) 


