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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of Word 
and Sacrament this morning as we celebrate the Fourth Sunday in Lent. 
Please register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT              MARCH 22, 2020 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
O Blessed Savior, who did stoop to rescue us, sinners worthy of eternal 
judgment, we pray that Your love will so penetrate every part of our being that 
we will think, speak, and act in the same spirit of love.  Amen. 

 
PRELUDE Prelude on Rockingham Leighton  
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LBW 479 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
 



*KYRIE 

 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 



P Let us pray. 
 
God of all mercy, by Your power to heal and to forgive, graciously 
cleanse us from all sin and make us strong; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
 

FIRST LESSON:   1 Samuel 16:1–13 

A        The First Lesson is from the sixteenth chapter of First Samuel. 
 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I 
have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, 
and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? 
If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with 
you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 And invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall 
anoint for me him whom I declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD 
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate 
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD's 
anointed is before him.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on 
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called 
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. 
And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 
12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful 
eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for 
this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 



midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David 
from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 

 
A Here ends the reading. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3He revives my soul 
and guides me along right pathways for His name's sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I shall fear no evil; 
 for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff,  

they comfort me. 
5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
You have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely Your goodness and mercy shall follow me  

all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON:   Ephesians 5:8–14 
A    The Second Lesson is from the fifth chapter of Ephesians. 
 

8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
    and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*VERSE 

 
GOSPEL:   John 9:1–41 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
 

 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the 
mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It 
is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes 
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do 
not know.” 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 
sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, 
and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 
for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 
17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, 
since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 



18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that 
this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we 
do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things 
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if 
anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 
synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and 
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What 
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they 
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 
we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, 
this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 
yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 
listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born 
in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is 
he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen 
him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” 
and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this 
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may 
become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, 
and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
guilt remains. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 



CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
*HYMN “Amazing Grace” LBW 448 
 
SERMON 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

ANTHEM Remember Story 
 
 

*OFFERTORY 

 
 
 
 
*THE PRAYERS 
 

Let us lift our hearts and voices to the Lord in prayer, that he would be 
merciful to his people. 
 



A brief silence 
 
Holy Father, thank you for the true light of Your Son Jesus Christ which 
no darkness can overcome. 
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 

P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN “What Wondrous Love is This” LBW 385 
 

 

*DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
POSTLUDE  Toccata on And Can It Be? arr. Innes 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

 
 

Good Friday Service will be held here at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church at 12 Noon with Rev. Jonathan Rosnick, pastor of St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church, preaching. 
 



 
2020 Lenten Schedule 

"Joining Jesus on His Mission" Book 

“Joining Jesus on His Mission” is a simple, powerful, practical book 

that will move you and your people from merely thinking about being 

everyday missionaries to launching. You will feel both relief and hope 

as you gain insights into how to recognize where Jesus is already at 

work in your everyday world and join Him. A bonus Discussion Guide 

is included! Available in paperback as well as various e-book formats! 

 
Beginning March 1st: 

Classes Postponed until further notice 
 
 

Lenten Men’s Breakfasts 
Postponed until further notice 

 
 
 

 

2020 Lenten Schedule 
Postponed until further notice 

 

 
 

Don’t lose sight of Jesus! 



 

Don’t panic.  Trust. 
God remains faithful! 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
Sunday 3/22 11:00 a.m. Worship 
Monday 3/23 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Tuesday 3/24 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
   

Wednesday 3/25 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Thursday 3/26 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Friday 3/27 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

 

Sunday 3/29 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 
 
 

“Jesus is the vaccine we need, 
And it comes in  

the form of the cross.” 
—Bishop Selbo 

 
 



 

 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Minister       Dan Dodd 
Lector Carol Boarts 
Comm. Assistants   Lance & Christine Whiteman 
Acolyte Landon Crissman 
Camera Operator     Wyatt Lager 

 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Mike Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar this morning are given to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of Jim and Loretta Kissinger by Bill and Crystal 
Olinger. 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 


