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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church in 
America. We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of 
the Word this morning as we celebrate the Sixth Sunday of Easter. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 17, 2020 
Prayer upon entering God's House: 

It is overwhelming, O Holy God, to consider that Your love has cancelled our 
transgressions. Hear our prayers of gratitude for the gift of Your Son, our Savior and 
Lord, whose suffering, death, and resurrection have set us free from sin. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE Truro arr. Kerr 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 

*OPENING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” LBW 377 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P Let us pray. 
O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of 
Your Spirit to think those things which are right, and by Your goodness 
help us to do them; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen 



 

FIRST LESSON:  Acts 17:22–31 
A The First Lesson is from the seventeenth chapter of Acts. 
 
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of 
Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I 
passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the 
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation 
of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they 
should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. 
Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for 
“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
as even some of your own poets have said, 
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being 
is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed 
a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.” 
 

A Here ends the reading 

 

“If you love me….” is a phrase dripping with manipulation.  Is Jesus 
trying to manipulate us?  “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.”  His commandment has just been given in the last 
supper: love one another as He has first loved us.  Jesus is not 
manipulating, He is saying, “follow me.”  He gives the commandment, 
tells us to follow Him, and then goes to the cross to show us how it’s 
done. 
Jesus in the Gospel is just being matter of fact.  “Do as I do” and “Do as 
I say” are one and the same.  He invites us to join Him and our 
Heavenly Father (no orphans here!) in spreading His love. 
Love motivated the incarnation.  Love motivated the crucifixion. 
Love necessitated the resurrection. 

Following Jesus means sacrificial love.  This is the Way. 



PSALM:  PSALM 66:8-20 

 8Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 9Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
 10For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 11You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads;  
       we went through fire and water, 
  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
 14those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings  
      with the smoke of rams; 
  I will give you oxen and goats. 
 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 17I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 19but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  1 PETER 3:13–22 

A The Second Lesson is from the third chapter of First Peter. 
 

13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be 
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, 
so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior 
in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 



18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to 
the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's 
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers having been subjected to him. 
 

A Here ends the reading 

 
*VERSE 

 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 14:15–21 

P        The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourteenth chapter. 

  
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you 
and will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while 
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, 
you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”  

  



P The Gospel of the Lord. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done” LBW 135 

 

SERMON 
 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

ANTHEM                   How Can I Keep From Singing                   Fettke  
 
*OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
 



*THE PRAYERS 

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all 
people according to their need. 

A brief silence 
Thank you, Jesus, for bringing us into unity with the Heavenly Father. We 
bless and adore you for teaching us how to love and for the gift of the 
promised Spirit of Truth. 
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen 
 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” LBW 520 
    
*DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Postlude Schroeder 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #23015. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Follow Jesus, He knows the Way! 
 



St. John’s Congregation is honoring their  
Over 80 members! 

You are invited to enjoy a luncheon  
After worship 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
In the Social Hall 

Please respond to the church office by June 8, 2020 
724-548-2051 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, June 7 is the date St. John’s will recognize their 2020 
graduates. Graduates will be recognized on Sunday with a Fellowship 
hour in the Social Hall following worship, and will also participate in the 
service. If you are a high school, college or tech school graduate 
or know of someone who is, please contact the church office at 
(724) 548-2051. Forms are available in the narthex to help provide 
necessary information. Pictures are also needed to complete our 
graduate brochure.  Please turn in all information by May 18th. 
 
 
 

We plan with Hope! Tentatively… We’ll see how things go, adjust 

things if we need to… 

NALC IN-tents Kids Camp is July 6-8 

NALC IN-Tents Youth Camp is July 13-17 

And VBS 2020 is August 10-14 

 

 

 



 

 
Electronic Giving is Good for  

You and the Church 

You can now make a contribution to St. John’s through a mobile 
app!  
To get started, download GivePlus Church for free from the App Store 
or Google Play. Simply search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find and 
download the app today. Then, you can easily make donations directly 
from your smartphone using your debit/credit card or checking/savings 
account.  
You can also choose to donate as a guest or set up an account that 
allows you to securely and conveniently schedule recurring donations 
and manage and review your giving history.  
We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our ministry, and 
thank you for your support. 

 
1. Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone• 
2. Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit 

card or checking/savings account• 
3. Log in or donate as a guest• 
4. Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch 

ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password. 
To give through the app, search your phone’s app store for 
“GivePlus Mobile” or contact the church office. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 11:00 a.m. Worship 
                         12:00 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 
 
Monday 5/18   8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Tuesday 5/19    8:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer 
 
Wednesday 5/20 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
  
Thursday 5/21   8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  Ascension 
 
Friday 5/22 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Saturday 5/23 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 5/24 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Assisting Minister   Lance Whiteman 
Lector  Olivia Whiteman 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Mike Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 


