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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 12) JULY 26, 2020 
Prayer upon entering God’s House: 

Lord Jesus Christ, You who have ascended to rule in both power and glory, 
You do not bid us to stand idly by, and therefore, turn us to the work to be 
accomplished before You return again.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 
 
PRELUDE “Chanson” Young 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” LBW 415 

*GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, Your ears are open always to the prayers of Your servants. 
Open our hearts and minds to You, that we may live in harmony with 
Your will and receive the gifts of Your Spirit; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
 

FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3:5–12 
A The First Lesson is from the third chapter of 1 Kings. 
 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and 
God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have 
shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great 
and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this 
day. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know 
how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be 
numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do 
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, 
so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise 
after you.  
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 

 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 119:129–136 
Your decrees are wonderful; 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130When your word goes forth it gives light; 
 it gives understanding to the simple. 
131I open my mouth and pant; 
I long for your commandments. 
 132Turn to me in mercy, 
 as you always do to those who love your name. 
133Steady my footsteps in your word; 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
 and I will keep your commandments. 
135Let your countenance shine upon your servant 
and teach me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
 because people do not keep your law. 
 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:26–39 
A The Second Lesson is from the eighth chapter of Romans. 
 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who 
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us.35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 



37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  

A Here ends the reading. 
 
*VERSE 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th chapter. 

 
31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 
32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than 
all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 
33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven 
that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all 
leavened.” 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 
sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it 
ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw 
away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them 



into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 
52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained 
for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of 
his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray, Aright” LBW 438 
 

SERMON 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*THE PRAYERS 

Let us lift our hearts, hands, and voices in prayer to God on behalf of all 
people. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for giving to Your Chosen People 
Israel Your holy Word in Torah, Prophets, and Writings, for Your Word 
most perfectly in the great Pearl beyond all price, Your dear Son Jesus. 
Lord in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 

P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 



 

  OFFERING 
 

*OFFERTORY

 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
 
A Blessed are You,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You 
have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your 
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that You 
have made, for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 

PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 
world You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation 
You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as 
He comes to us in His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 197, 198, 212, 200, WOV 709 
 

*COMMUNION 
  All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
  In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in His grace. 
C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Take My Life, that I May Be” LBW 406 
 

POSTLUDE  “Praise to the Lord With Cymbals” Karg-Elert 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. 
English Standard Version Bible. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHNS 
Today 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 11:00 a.m. Worship:  
 
Monday  7/27    8:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
  
Tuesday  7/28 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
 1:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 
Wed 7/29  8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
 
Thursday 7/30 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
 
Friday 7/31 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Summer Lunch Program 
   
Saturday 8/1 8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 8/2 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 
 

 

Church Picnic 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Belmont Complex Small Pavilion 

Drinks, hamburgers and hot dogs will be 
provided. 
Please bring your own tableware 
and a covered dish or 
dessert to share. 

Don’t forget your swim suit and sunscreen! 
Pavilion rental is until 3:30 p.m., 
but we can stay and swim and enjoy the day! 
Hope to see you there!!!!! 
 



 
                                 A Summer Ministry Project  

Give a Child the Opportunity to Succeed in School 
Why school supplies? To the children who receive School Kits, these 
supplies mean the difference in keeping up in class. Public school is 
free, but few supplies are given to the students. The much-needed 
supplies, may be more than some parents can afford. These supplies 
will have a HUGE impact on many children’s education and love of 
learning. 
Please place your donated items in the box in the church narthex or the 
box in the new narthex (Gathering area) by the youth table.  Thank you 
for your help! 
 

All of us can collect school supplies! 
in each School Kit: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks: of wide- or college-ruled paper 
approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

• One 30-centimeter ruler: or a ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well) 

• Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together 
with a rubber band 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together 
with a rubber band 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• One 2½” eraser 

• One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag 
approximately14” X 17” with shoulder straps or a standard 
backpack. 

 

All items should be new and in good condition.  
Watch the sales papers, many items are on sale now for “Back to 
School”. 
 

Last year we collected 86 backpacks that were 
distributed. The challenge is before us. 



 

Carnival VBS 

SUMMER FUN 
 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR VBS!  

We will need the following: Specific 

donations for food items, games, craft 

items and prize items and more…I 

will set up a list in the back of the church.  

VBS will be in the evening, and will be 

set up a little like Trunk Or Treat with 

carnival games, and stations. We are 

recruiting families to take a station, like we did in the fall. Please 

let me know if you are interested. Remember, it’s 3 nights, 1.5 

hours. Decorations: We will need people to make some 

decorations, and games, artwork, etc… During the month of July, 

during the day. Please contact Julie if you can help. 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/582889269030346/
https://vbsmate.com/events/


 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Assisting Minister  Karen Waugaman (E) 
   Charlesetta Bleakney (L) 
Lector  Patty Kirkpatrick (E) 
   Keith Livengood (L) 
Communion Assistants  Karen Waugaman (E) 
   Susan Barto (L) 
Camera Operator  Tyler McMahon (E) 
                                                        Benjamin Swanson (L)  

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Vocal Choirs Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 
 
 

 
 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 


