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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the First Sunday in Lent. Please register your 
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. 
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s 
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 
 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Your witness, O Lord, preserved in this world from one generation to another, is 

steadfast and sure; so to enable us to be faithful and true, that generations to come 
may receive Your Word of Life through us.  Amen. 

 
PRELUDE “Consolator” arr. Carlson 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*PROCESSIONAL  HYMN        “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” LBW 229 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P Let us pray 
Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 
brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people of Your 
Church, that, following our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness 
of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen 
 
 

FIRST LESSON:   GENESIS 9:8–17 
A The First Lesson is from the ninth chapter of Genesis. 
 
8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9"As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you,  



10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out 
of the ark.  11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 
a flood to destroy the earth."  12God said, "This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations:  13I have set my bow in the 
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth.  14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh.  16When the bow is in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."  17God said to 
Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between 
me and all flesh that is on the earth." 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 

PSALM:   Psalm 25:1–9 
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in You; 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
3Show me Your ways, O LORD, 
and teach me Your paths. 
 4Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
 for You are the God of my salvation; 
 in You have I trusted all the day long. 
5Remember, O LORD, Your compassion and love, 
for they are from everlasting. 
 6Remember not the sins of my youth and  

my transgressions; 
 remember me according to Your love 
 and for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD. 
7Gracious and upright is the LORD; 
therefore He teaches sinners in His way. 
 8He guides the humble in doing right 
 and teaches His way to the lowly. 
9All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness 
to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
 
 



SECOND LESSON:   1 PETER 3:18–22 
 

A The Second Lesson is from the third chapter of First Peter. 
 

18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water.  21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you — not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

*VERSE 

 
 

*GOSPEL:   MARK 1:9–15 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan.  10And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him.  11And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  
13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, "The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the 
good news." 
 



P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

*HYMN “Go to Dark Gethsemane” LBW 109 
 

SERMON 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 
*THE PRAYERS 
Let us humbly beseech God for his mercy upon the Church, the world, and 
one another. 

A brief silence 
Thank you, dear Father for the examples of Abraham and of your dear Son. 
Thank you for their steadfast faith and for the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit who kindles our faith and strengthens us in whatever trials and 
temptations we endure. Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 
 

ANTHEM “Who You Are to Me”  Tomlin 
  Duet by Cassidy & Delaney Smith  
 
 



*OFFERTORY 

 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
 

A Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord. You bid Your people cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and 
bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

*SANCTUS 

 

 
 

Him 



*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 198, 214, 107, 95 

*COMMUNION 
             All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 

in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 
Please inform Pastor if you need a gluten-free communion wafer. 

The body of Christ, given for you.   The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in His grace. 
C Amen 



*CANTICLE

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.… Almighty God, You gave Your Son both as a sacrifice 
for sin and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive Him always with 
thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to His; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
 
*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
*RECESSIONAL HYMN    “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” LBW 99 



*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE  “O Love, How Deep”  arr. Young 
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The flower chart for 2021 has been posted in the narthex. 
Please take this opportunity to sign up for the dates that you 
would like to place flowers on the altar in memory or in honor 
of a loved one or special event. Flowers are $50.00.  
 
 

      

     Rock of our Salvation Worship 
   Next Sunday February 28th @ 8:30 a.m. 

 
Monday Lenten Bible Study 7:00 PM 

The Gospel of John 
Each Monday in Lent we will study a different part of John.  Find out why 

the Gospel of John is symbolized by the Eagle. 
Come soar on Eagle’s wings! 

No Homework. 
No reading outside of class. Just come and see! 

Tuesday Lenten Community Worship 
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. 

Date Speaker Host Church 

Feb. 23rd Rev. Michael Bobbitt The Salvation Army 

March 2nd Rev. Mark Brady Living Water 

March 9th   Pastor Walt Marr TBA 

March 16th Rev. Jeremy Andrews First Baptist 

March 23rd Rev. Carl Johnson Cornerstone Assembly of God 



 
Wednesday Lenten Adult Catechism Study 7:00 p.m. 

February 24: Ten Commandments 
                      March 3: Apostles’ Creed 
                                  March 10: Lord’s Prayer 

       March 17: The Sacraments, Confession 
                      March 24: Lutheran History/Theology 

           
       Lenten Men’s Breakfasts 

Every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. Beginning February 20th 
The men of St. John’s will be meeting on Saturday mornings 
for breakfast and study. 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 9:30 a.m. No Choir practice or Sunday school
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group – Scavenger Hunt  
Monday 2/22 7:00 p.m. Monday Lenten Bible Study 
Tuesday 2/23 7:00 p.m. Lenten Community Worship 
Wednesday 2/24 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour Facebook Live 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Catechism  
Thursday 2/25 11:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study - Zoom 
 1:00 p.m. Newsletter Mailing   
 2:45 p.m. Catechism 
 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
Saturday 2/27 8:00 a.m. Lenten Men’s Breakfast  
 11:30 a.m. Youth Group – Virtual Quake 
Sunday 2/28 8:30 a.m. Rock of our Salvation Worship  
 9:30 a.m. No Choir practice or Sunday school 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 7:00 p.m. No Youth Group 
  

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Minister Keith Livengood 
Lector  Cheryl Mechling 
Comm. Assistants Sara Shafer, Cheryl Mechling  
Acolyte Jerah Wranich 
Camera Operator  Nick Wranich 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 



OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are saved by 
God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, each other, our 
community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve by proclaiming the 
Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading others to fellowship, 
supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents as well as our resources and 
by thanking and praising God. 


