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Meeting
Changed to
January 31°%, 2021
Our annual congregational meeting
will be held immediately following
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ABIDES IN LOVE A WY worship on Sunday, January 315t. We
ABIDES IN GOD, EI/ will review the Bulletin of Reports,
AND GOD ((5\\> approve a budget for 2021 and elect
ABIDES IN HIM. an endowment trustee.

1 JOHN 4:16, ESV

There are three events going on in February that

are of significance: Transfiguration Sunday, Ash
Wednesday, and Valenhemneds Day.
have to do with love.

o f

o] '
| remember being a young pastor and telling an '”“I""“ e .
old theologian that | was going to do a renewal of Ash Wednesday Worship Service

- Th h Wedpesday Communion.Service,wil be held
we dding VOWSs for couples oneéggruar)%gltﬁaéﬂogng.mH lﬁ??s|§;thee%e%lgill?nihg of
which happened to fall that year on a Sunday. He

d back that i horrible idea b our Lenten journey. Please plan to attend this
snapped back that it was a horrible idea because meaningful service of ashes and Holy Communion as

Val entineds Day is a f antyasgmbak3obethétdnouf @nBaDIstidings, | oV e

and thatés not what true |l ove is all about. Il nee
to change the renewal of vows to June when it Fasbim criticism, and feast on praise.
could be separated from what has now become a Fast frorpigeland feast on joy.

pagan holiday. Fast frotaniber, and feast on peace.
Val entinebd6s Day happens to fa/farstfrglzgre.?qngnpgtfqn%f@Sé“qnicgﬁ
Sunday which is a perfect day to renew wedding Fast Irom jealousy, and feast on lov
vows, because the two go together. We need to Fast from pride, and feast on humilit
be reminded of what true love looks like: Jesus Fast frdfiskeess, and feast on service
Christ and Him crucified for us. That is the love Fast from fear, and feast on faith.
that transforms us. That is the model of love that Hhe SourceBook of Wit ar

we follow into Lent.
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GIVE+Nobie
Councnl News

Electronic Giving is Good for

You and the Church
You can now make a contribution to our church
through a mobile app!
To get started, download GivePlus Church for free
from the App Store or Google Play. Simply search for
iGi vePlus Churcho to qui
app today. Then, you can easily make donations
directly from your smartphone using your debit/credit
card or checking/savings account.
You can also choose to donate as a guest or set up an
account that allows you to securely and conveniently
schedule recurring donations and manage and review
your giving history.
We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our
ministry, and thank you for your support.

1. Download the FREE app on your Apple or
Android phonedA

2. Make one-time or recurring donations using
your debit/credit card or checking/savings
account A

3. Log in or donate as a

4. Securely and conveniently manage donations
using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password

To give through the app,
store for AGIivePlus Mobil
office.
0Give according t
lest God make your income
according to you
Mark Your Calendars
February 17 Ash Wednesday
April 4 Easter
May 23 Pentecost
June 24-28 Youth Group Mission Trip
July 12-14 NALC Elementary School Camp
July 19-23 NALC 6-12 Grade Camp
August 9-13 Vacation Bible School
September 13 Rally Day
December 5 Christmas Concert
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9 Elected Pastor Johnson as President, Ryan
Shafer as Vice-President, and Jacob Rupp as
Secretary of Council.

1 Approved recommending to the January 31%

Congregational Meeting the proposed budget.

Afproved Lendbe Hesigh&edl Bsl airietbf t h e

i Spi ri t uahdRBcemnatiweatlto the

Lord. o Al l regul ar

meetings will be canceled during Lent and Bible

Study or Worship will be provided with the goal of

every member participating in at least one Bible

Study and every member recommitting to worship

regularly.

9 Heard that the joint meeting of Council
Representatives and Trustees voted to spend the
2020 Endowment Fund Interest as follows:
Evangelism Initiative $2,500.00
North American Lutheran Seminary  $1,500.00

Campus Ministryd Pittsburgh $500.00
Campus Ministryd IUP $500.00
T tal Disbursed: $5,000.00

Sthanged the Annual Congregational Meeting
from January 24™ to the 31 following worship.

your phoneb6s app

or cont act t he church
A complete copy of the approved minutes from each

month is posted on bulletin boards

commi

y 0 ulr}the I\fartheéagd ﬁﬁig\ca’tlon Building.
embers are always available

f<§ jogpujggf?ﬁm” concerns:

Ryan Shafer - Vice President
Bill Bouch

Connie Choncek

Tammy Fleeger

Jack Griffin

Mark Hankey

Jarrod Olinger

724-543-4578
724-859-8032
724-664-6947
724-297-5889
814-275-2735
724-783-6004
724-859-3487

Jacob Rupp 724-579-8774
Janice Smith 724-548-8557
Brett Taylor 724-919-0152

724-543-9043
724-954-2013

Karen Waugaman
Lori Young
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FEBRUARY GET CONNECTED

YOUFHANBIKIDS STUFF
Loo'd 0@ SEWovhys NE'WU twa vy s

CONNECT!

Worship in person or on YouTube:
I Connect on St Johns Kittanning YouTube page
every Sunday Live, during scheduled worship
times.

The heart of man plans his way, -
but the LORD

establishes his steps.
Proverbs 16:9

Youth Group:
WENIWAELHOW ISEES. HOW | T 1 Go@uee &vétions

Atthispoint é taking |ifeé DAY BY DA.HY
We are going to plan some events, with great caution,
recovering from Covid, and safety i § N'EW?OUth%PohpéfacleHookanr)’abe'?fbrrkﬁjs

changes, we will let you know. Thank you for your complete ts t tinf d undat
understandi ng!FORNTETEONIDHOTd i s in Cont ra@qiqarens 0 getinio and updates

There WILL be online
Either Way---  activities , with or without
cancellations. We will plan f In-Person Meetings
a couple in -person things, & see how things go.

- Zoom Meetings

1 YouVersion Bible app Connections

Chil drends Hour:
f OQur Facebook Page! | t ds be
EVERY WED. 9:30am
LOOK for your
- FaitxKidz:
Val e__n tinwe r61] §iNEW Faith Kidz Facebook page for Parents
Malllﬂg and Kids to get info an
idz! . . .
One for Kidz! Family Ministry:
‘ ! One for Youth! 1 Kahoots Games online, www.Kahoot.com
Families can compete, | will give PIN to play
9 Family Devotional Links, posted on the Faith
Kidz Facebook Page.
|~

Womends Ministry:
i Zoom Bible Studies beginning in Lent

Fai th Girl z & 1 Beeguyingiofe o apezn €
Feb, 23Gpm

_ . _ _ Sunday School:
will tentatively meetin person in _small groups, WITH 1 We will be connecting on Facebook on the
MASKS, to do a special service project! New Faith Kidz page!
I F NOT in personé. We wil!/| have an alternative
VIRUTALFaith Kidz ZOOM Meet and ***Please note: You must be my facebook friend, or a
friend of my friend to connect to those pag es. That

alternat i v ékeepyduiupdated gniourl 6
Facebook Faith Kidz Page! 4

how Facebook rolls.***
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STEY, We will talk about — s W‘?t"H_'” b9gtﬂ§tMASSIVE§ca\fng§r t
ok amenndo [ Sl pgtn et Ceans e e ae o
- and what to do w it. €D. 215 oo
P Watch for the link to join our mtg. 6:30pm B Mgl
| Virtupa
Sunday virtual Valent i bay Watch together AT CHURCH
Eaev Youth Group 7pm Fri.Sat. EUME WO Al
: We will meet online for a Feb. OR Watch at HOME! Cost is $50 per |
7pm Quick Zoom about 2627 student. St. Johngds
oDonot fall fb é . Times are T.B.A

Gross Game Time Online

FEBRUARY. '

ierdirlenss HoXkngmor Vnldm

‘ Zoom Bi bl e
Beginning in | ent

Thursday Feb. 25t at 11am

2ND Day and time T.B.D.

Ch

will continue to be on
= Facebook Live.

@ | will let you know on Facebook,

v/ . .
when we will begin
in-person classes again.
MISS YOU BUNCHES

STUDY DISCUSSION
FELLOWSHIP  FUN SuU
ZOOM SURVEY  ONLINE
& MORE
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ToJanice Smitha Betty Mitch&l helmgwith the
Decembarewsletter mailing.

Thank you to Mary J&reewsorfor cleaning the Advent
globes and yidg up the sacristy.

Thank you téaren Waugaman for taking down the Nativi

set

Thank you tdlichael Craft featig down the Christmas
tree.

Thank you tdarve Gaisé@rrepairing the dish carts.

Spotlight on Benevolence:

NAL

| North American Lutheran Church

North American Lutheran Church

The NALC is a fast-growing Christian church in the
Lutheran tradition, uniting more than 141,000
[)k‘utherans in more than 450 congregations across

orth  America. The NALC embodies the
theological center of Lutheranism in North
America and stands firmly within the global
Lutheran mainstream.

Thank you tDean Crooks for working on our Emergency

Lighting.

Thank you to everyone who dondteel iéechling Sdedy
home.

Thank yoto Emind Ros®ebnafor keeping our parking
lot cleared of snow.

Womends Bi bl

= _ will be held at the Crafthouse
8 @ restaurant on Thursday,
February 11th at noon. Any
questions, please contact Rose
Montgomery at rosetrix 38@comcast.net.
All are welcome!

J:].:J" .

BIBLE STUDY

o .‘J\

Music Ministry
CHURCH MUSIC NOTES

Due to the ongoing impact of local infection rates, we
are extending the break for all vocal and bell choirs for
the next six weeks until the end of February.

I hope that we will be able to return at that time to
prepare for the upcoming Lenten and Easter seasons.
Praying for your continued health,

Rebecca

We are a church family committed to the authority
of the Bible as the inspired Word of God. In
keeping with the Lutheran Confessions, we
believe all doctrines should and must be judged
by the teaching of Scripture.

@rhe NALE hgs g@miyraced four core values which
shape our commort life: Christ Centered, Mission
Driven, Traditionally Grounded, and
Congregationally Focused. We are a church
centered on the unique Gospel of Jesus Christ,
animated by missions and evangelism, grounded
in the 2,000-year tradition of Christian faith, and
organized chiefly to serve our congregations.

A renewed Lutheran community moving forward in
faith, the NALC is focus
Great Commission to go and make disciples in
North America and around the globe.

St. Johndés is a charter
of our benevolence offerings go to provide the
structure necessary to support us in our mission
to serve Christ in Kittanning and throughout the
whole world.

Christ Centered
Mission Driven

Traditionally Grounded
Congregationally Focused
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1 Sam Bowser, Jr. S
& 4 Samantha Pyle, Our December Church Offerings
-4 § : E%gi%n RSomuﬁgl Dec Dec Year Budget
(3 ,@wm,ﬁ,: 6 Alyssa Hankey Offerings Receipts Budget ToDate ToDate
__i 7 Mark Hankey, Jill Wranich
%. 3 - 8 Jason Debnar CurrenF 51,552 23,884 312,141 286,612
.9 Amy Merryman, Operating
Cassidy Smith, Delaney Smith Benevolenc 2,870 3,333 22,328 40,000
12 Linda Olinger, Kylie Zurn Capital 12830 1,375 52,242 16,500
14 Benjamin Swanson, Amelia Koeller Campaign
15 Richard S_mall, Jr., Christina Hilty Current Gain/
16 Andrea Hilty A | E . L
17 John Graff, Jessica Arnette, Nancy Johnson, ccount ncome EXpenses 0SS
18 Kent Walker Current Month 51 552 21,999 29,553
19 Natalie Reitano YeartoDate 312,141 270,33: 41,808
21 Erica Kirkpatrick —
23 Mathias Koeller Empower the Mission and
24 Dirk Ahlgrim, lan Fleeger, i i
Melody Slater, Gracie Hodak, Theodore Round Let 6 Mi bn I .S t : hy 0 f Shé
25 Mary Dawson, Hillary Schultze etos egirn e new jyhsar
26 Sara Shafer year presents a very great challenge for each and
27 Patrick Febinger every one of us! Please give prayerful
If your birthday does not appear and you would like it to, please contact consideration to increasing your giving to St.

the church office.

Johnods t hatthemyeagih glenty eatpar n

than in want. Thank you for your continued

commitment to making the mission and ministry
Jesus Christ happen

Always choose love nl ' EHMMGE
God wants us to choose to love him freely, even

when that choice involves pain, because we are Our December Worship Attendance
committed to him, not to our own good feelings

and rewards. He wants us to cleave to him, as Job

did, even when we have every reason to deny him December 2019 2020

hotly. That, | believe, is the central message of 1% Sunday in Dec 170 68(L)

Job. 2" Sunday in Dec 46(E) 133(L) 50(E)

Satan had taunted God with the accusation that 3 Sunday in Dec 156 71

humans are not truly free. Was Job being faithful 4" Sunday in Dec 132 21(E)

simply because God had allowed him a Christmas Eve 180(E) 96(L) 68(E) 17(L)
prosperous | ife? Jobds f fiveforjecenbgrj a1 d&d32 prove® t he
answer beyond doubt. Job clung to Goddés justice
when he was the best example in history of Godos

apparent injustice. He did not seek the Giver
because of his gifts; when all gifts were removed, Second & Fourth Sunday
he still sought the Giver. Rock of our Salvation Worship

--Philip YanceyWhere Is God When It Hurts? February 14 & 28, 8:30 AM
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The St Johnds Care Team

has been reactivated ! a X £ ¢ p @t

During these difficult ti mes, id:the©eés¥xn¢

help you may need from your church family,
please contact the church office @ 724 -
548 -2051.

f

d Corrie ten Boom

”
DRIVE-BY PARADE

In addition, COVID pending, the Care Team
will be holding another meal distribution on
Saturday, February 13 , 2021 . Anyone can
pre-order a meal. This is a great time to
remember a neighbor or family member who
could benefit. The menu will consist of you r
choice of chicken noodle (homemade) or

Mechling - Shakley Veterans Center
The local Mechling - Shakley Veterans Center
has been ol ocked downg f
due to COVID. We are taking up a collection
of items such as non -perishable foods,
toiletries and cleaning supplies. A more
detailed list of needs ¢ an be found in the
narthex. The purpose of the collection is to
brighten their days during this oppressive
time.

tomato soup, ham salad or chicken salad
sandwich and cookies.

Donations will be collected at the same time
as the meal pick -up. Feel free to support
this worthy cause !

Please call the church office by Thursday,
February 4 " to reserve a meal. Meals
should be picked up at the side alley
entrance to the church between 2:00 -3:00
PM on Saturday, February 13th . Donations
of cookies would be most appreciated. A

few individuals willing to deliver meals to our
shut-ins are also needed. Cookies should be
left at the church prior to Friday, February
12" Please let the church office know if  you
are able to assist with cookie donations or
deliver ies.

John 15:12 says o0This is
that you love one another as | have loved
you. o0 Pl ease Jjoin us as

with those within our church family, our
neighbors, friends, family and those in our
community.

Fasting from criticalness

Most fasting involves temporarily giving up
something you enjoy. When you long for a
cookie or a favorite show, you instead turn your
attention to God, reorienting yourself to his best.
Catherine Marshall, in A Closer Walk, presents
a different approach she calls fasting from
Acriticalness. o0 God deal
spirit by prompting her to spend 24 hours
without criticizing #fdany
first, Marshall felt rat
engage in a heated political debate. But friends
and family didndot seem t
Pl us, God replaced the
attempting to correct others with energy and
creativity to positively influence them.
A critical spirit can make us lose perspective, joy
and even relationshiﬁ)sd It also gan prevent the
gor&y work BodWhnts 18" Schieve through us.
Consider what could happen as a result of your
owa dikaieical nlegge fast. o
correcting while you focus on building up others.

0 Janna Firestone
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Monday Lenten Bible Study
7:00 PM
The Gospel of John
Each Monday in Lent we will study a
different part of John. Find out why the
Gospel of John is symbolized by the Eagle.
Come soar on
No Homework.
No reading outside of class.
Just come and see!

Tuesday Lenten Community Worship
Each Tuesday is
a different host, congregation
and a different preacher.

7:00 PM
To be announced.

Broadcasts

Eagl eds

Internet Streaming
St Johnds Live E

The St. Johnés worship ser
You Tube each Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Xu ©~¥AG¢t
©~¥A¢t §p

George Florovsky (1893-1979)

The Churché has, as bathht we
WedneSdaY Lenten in heaven and on earth. The Church is a visible
Adult Catechism Study historical society, and the same is the Body of
March 13: Ten Commandments . Christ. It is both the Church of the redeemed,
March 20: Apostl esd Cr eegndthe Church of the miserable sinners i both
March 27: LordO0s Prayer gonce. On the historical level no final goal has
April 3:  The Sacraments, Confession yet been attained. But the ultimate reality has
April 10: Lutheran History/Theology been disclosed and revealed. This ultimate
reality is still at hand, is truly available, in spite
of the historical imperfection, though but in
PV provisional forms. For the Church is a
v . sacramental society. Sacramental means no
é | e s s eésthatologidalo To eschaton does
= not mean primarily final, in the temporal series
K;) of events; it means rather ultimate (decisive);
MEN’% and the ultimate is being realized within the
BRERKFRST stress of historical happenings and events.

Lenten Menos Breakfa\/\éhtast N nnot O.f t.h's Wi

Every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. world, on_ot abolishing th

Beginning February 20" new meaning and a new va

St . Johnos wi |

of
mornings for Breakfast and Study.

The me n

Pastor Johnson is looking for some brave individuals
willing to cook and others willing to clean up after.
Following the meal will be a brief program.
Everything will be done by 9:00.

the world, as it were. Surely this is still only an
aAntiecimpatimn,Satar daiynab k e r
consummation. Yet the Spirit abides in the
Church. This constitutes the mystery of the
Church: a Vvisible Bamwmcice
organism of the Divine Grace.

Bible, Church, Tradition: an Eastern Orthodox View
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February

Assisting Minister
Lector

Comm Assistants
Acolyte

Camera Operator

Assisting Minister
Lector

Comm Assistants
Acolyte

Camera Operator

Assisting Minister
Lector

Comm Assistants
Acolyte

Camera Operator

Assisting Minister
Lector

Comm Assistants
Acolyte

Camera Operator

0 Go

t herefore

February 7
Deb Bouch

Roger Mechling

Lance & Christine Whiteman
Marlee Smith

Keith Livengood

February 14
Julie Smith (E)
Sara Shafer (L)
Jill Wranich (E)
Roger MechlingE)
Amber Zurn, Jill Wranich(E)
Calise Czekanski(E)
Eva Shafer(L)
Robert John (E)
Bill Bouch (L)

February 21
Lance Whiteman

Cheryl Mechling

Sara Shafer, Cheryl Mechling
Jerah Wranich

Nick Wranich

February 28
Karen Waugaman(E)

Keith Livengood(L)

Julie Smith(E)

Deb Bouch(L)

Robert John, Karen Waugaman(E)
Brett & Megan Taylor

Anna Choncek(E)

Landon Crissman(L)

Nick Wranich(E)

Bill Bouch(L)

and

nations, baptizing them in the name of th
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spiritteaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am

wi t h

y ou

al ways,

t

FEBRUARY

Altar Guild: Sharon Febinger, Janet Means

Money Counters: Mark Hankey, Jacob Rupp & Connie
Choncek

Ushers : Roger Mechling, Ryan Shafer, Dean Crooks &
Todd Mechling

Childrenos
Childrends Hour
from 9:30a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

Hour :
is every

St . Johnds Lutheran Chur c
Director of Chi |l dr e n &uglie Smithy o u t
Secretary Christine Lettrich
Sexton Michael Craft

Rebecca Veith
Elizabeth Cramer

Director of Music/Organist
Sr. Choir Accompanist

O, Prince of Life, teach us to stand more
boldly on your side, to face the world anc
our adversaries more couragedusly, a

to let ourselves be dismayed by any stori
temptation; may we trust you with perfec
confidence that you will keep us, save us
and bring us through by the power of you

grace and the riches of your mercy. Ame
Gerhard Tersteegen (1697-1769)

of |
s
“The heart-shaped communion wafers
were a nice touch for Valentine’s Day.” e a
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February St. John’s Lutheran Church 2021

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
9: 30 Chi l
2:45 Catechism
7:00 Catechism
7:00 Property
7 Green (8 9 10 11 12 13
Fifth Sunday of Epiphany
9:45 Sunday Schoo 9:30 ChildrénHour |1 2: 00 Wom 2:001 300Care Team
11:00 Worshiommunion SougSandwich
7:00Youth Grougoom Distribution
2:45 Catechism
7:00 Council 7:00 Catechism
14 white |15 16 17 18 19 20
Transfiguration
8:30 Worshipock of Salvation 9: 30 Chi l 8: 00 Menods
9:45 Sunday School 1:00 Newsletter maili
11:00 Worship
7:00Youth
00Youth Gro(#oon) 7:00 Ash Wednesda| .
Worship 2:45 Catechism
7:00 Mutual Ministry 7:00 Catechism
21 Purple |22 23 24 25 26 27
First Sunday of Lent
9:45Sunday School 9:30 Chil[|ll: 00 Wome 8: 00 Mends
11:00 Worshi@ommunion study Zoom
6:30 Youth Gro(ip person?) . 30 6 i
6:00 Faith Boyz 6:00 New Bells 11:30° 6:00YouthVirtua

7:00Bible Study

6:00 Faith Girlz
7:00 KMA Worship

6:30 Senior Bells
7:00 Adult Catechist

2:45 Catechism
7:00 Catechism

Quake (in person)

28 Second Sunday of Lent Purple
8:30 Worship: Rock of Salvatior
9:45 Sunday School

11:00 Worshi@ommunion
6:30NoYouth Group




