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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. We 
welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word this 
morning as we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. Please register your 
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. All 
who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper are 
invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 



THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Only You are worthy of our praise, O Lord.  Lift our holy hands to You in Your 
holy sanctuary as we give You our sacrifice of praise and sing new songs of 
adoration.  Empower us to sing with cheerful voices that we might exalt Your 
holy name with one accord.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Wir Glauben All An Einen Gott” Bach 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence for self-examination. 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. 

P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins.  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

*OPENING HYMN  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LBW 170 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

*Those who are able, please stand            LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 
 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to Your 
beloved Son, whom You anointed priest forever and king of all creation: Grant 
that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united 
under the glorious and gentle rule of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 
FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
A The First Lesson is from the thirty-fourth chapter of Ezekiel. 
 

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring 
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I 
will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel 
shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them 
lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice. 

20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will 
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push 
with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till 
you have scattered them abroad, 22 I will rescue my flock; they shall no 
longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And I 
will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the 
LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM:   PSALM 95:1–7A 

 

 
 

Come, let us sing | to the LORD;* 
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
 2Let us come before His presence | with thanksgiving* 
 and raise a loud shout to | Him with psalms. 
3For the LORD | is a great God,* 
and a great king | above all gods. 
 4In His hand are the caverns | of the earth,* 
 and the heights of the hills | are His also.   R 
5The sea is His, | for He made it,* 
and His hands have molded | the dry land. 
 6Come, let us bow down and | bend the knee,* 
 and kneel before the | LORD our maker. 
7For He | is our God,* 
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep | of His hand.   R 
 
SECOND LESSON:  EPHESIANS 1:15–23 
A   The Second Lesson is from the first chapter of Ephesians. 
 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his 
feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

His His 



A Here ends the reading 
 
*VERSE 

 
GOSPEL:   MATTHEW 25: 31–46 
P        The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter. 

  
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be 
gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place 
the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will 
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then 
they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to 
you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And 



these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY   “Rejoice, the Lord Is King!” LBW 171 
 
SERMON 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*THE PRAYERS 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

Holy Father, we praise and adore you for your Son, Christ Jesus, Beautiful 
Savior and King of Creation. We thank you for his holy life that bestows life, 
forgiveness, health, and salvation on us. Though we are your poor unworthy 
servants, you have made us the sisters and brothers of your beloved Son and 
heirs of your Kingdom. 
Lord in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

(Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
 
*PEACE 

P The peace of the LORD be with you always. 
C And also with you. 



 
ANTHEM “Only God” McDonald 
 
*OFFERTORY

 

 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 
 

A Blessed are You,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness 
You have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer 
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who 
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PREFACE 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by His glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church 
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 
You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in 
His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 
 

 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 214, 456, 495, WOV 740 
 
*COMMUNION 
  All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
  In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

Please inform Pastor if you need a gluten-free communion wafer. 

 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in His grace. 
C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 
 

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the spirit of Your love, O LORD, and unite 
the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus 
Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN “Jesus Shall Reign” LBW 530 
 



*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Jubilate” Benoit 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015.  Scripture quotations 
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHNS 
 

Today 8:30 a.m. Rock of Salvation   
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Pageant Practice 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group Potato Wars Gr 6-12  
 
Monday 11/23 7:00 p.m. Worship & Music 
 7:00 p.m. Fireflies 
 
Wednesday 11/25 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour  
 6:00 p.m. New Bells  
 6:30 p.m. Senior Bell Choir 
  
Thursday 11/26  HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 
Friday 11/27  OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Sunday 11/29 9:00 a.m. Children’s Chimes 
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 9:45 a.m. Pageant Practice 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The children that St. John’s church will be sponsoring for Christmas this 
year are listed on the poster boards in the church narthex.  There are ten 
(10) children listed on the boards that we received from Armstrong County 
Community Action.  If you wish to sponsor a child, please pay strict 
attention to the directions listed below.  Thank you again for your support 
with this project! 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES PROJECT DIRECTIONS 

1. Please place a check mark in the box next to each item you wish to 

purchase.  

2. Purchase and wrap the gifts.  Request a gift receipt when purchasing 

the gift and enclose it with the gift.  

3. Fill out and place a gift tag on each gift with the name of the child.  

4. IMPORTANT!  Indicate the contents of each package using a “Post-it” 

note on the outside of the package.  (This information is to be used by 

the committee only). 

5. Please bring gifts to the church by Sunday, December 13th.  If a family 

needs food assistance, please use gift cards.  If you can’t purchase gifts, 

you may put monetary donations in the offering and designate it for the 

“Christmas Families”. 

Any questions:  Please contact Dan Dodd at:  724-664-8546 or 724-931-

0006.       

We also will be participating in the Christmas Gifts for Children of 

Inmates program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Heifer Gift Ark offers hope worldwide to 
families who are poor and hungry.  You'll help 
families start on a journey to fulfill a seemingly 
impossible dream - to secure food and a 
source of dependable income.  Each family 
who receives livestock will pass on one or 

more of the animal's offspring to other families who are in need in their 
community.  Every gift will multiply for years to come.  Imagine how 
your gift could change the world!  
 
For only $20, a family in need can be provided with a starter flock of 
chicks or ducks.  Honeybees and their hive can be given for a $30 
donation, and $120 will provide a family with either a goat or a pig.  Not 
only does the family receive the animal, but they also receive the 
supplies and education necessary to care for their livestock. Through 
livestock training and passing on the gift, Heifer has helped over 30 
million families in more than 125 countries improve their quality of life 
and move toward greater self-reliance. 
 
Please join us on Sunday, December 6, 2020 following the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service for our Soup and Salad luncheon and give generously 
to benefit this cause. The menu will consist of your choice of Ham and 
Bean, Broccoli Cheddar or Tomato Basil soup, a generous Chef salad 
and fresh Italian bread.  For those who wish to donate, please make 
checks payable to St. John's Lutheran church with "Fill the Ark" or 
"Heifer" listed on the memo line.  If you're unable to stay following 
worship, but would like a meal, please let the church office know before 
noon on Friday, December 4th or let the kitchen crew know before 
worship on Sunday and we can have your lunch packed and ready to 
go. Thank you for your support! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Minister  Nancy Pierce(E) 
   Sara Shafer(L) 
Lector  Lori Young(E) 
   Charlesetta Bleakney(L) 
Comm. Assistants  Lori Young,Patty Kirkpatrick(E) 
  Cheryl Mechling,Deb Bouch(L) 
Acolyte  Landon Crissman(E) 
   Eva Shafer(L) 
Camera Operator  Nick Wranich(E) 
   Bill Bouch(L) 

 
STAFF MEMBERS 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 
 

 


