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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. We 
welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word this 
morning as we celebrate the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Please register 
your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
normally celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival 
Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s 
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 22) OCTOBER 4, 2020 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Lord, as we join brothers and sisters in praying ‘give us this day our daily bread,’ help us 
to feed on Your Word and be clothed in Your righteousness so that whether in this world 
or the next, we will be at home with You.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” arr. Manz 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

*OPENING HYMN  “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” LBW 433 

*GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
Our Lord Jesus, You have endured the doubts and foolish questions of 
every generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge over You, and grant 
us the confident faith to acknowledge You as Lord. 
Amen 
 



FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 5:1–7 

The First Lesson is from the fifth chapter of Isaiah. 
 

Let me sing for my beloved 
    my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 
    on a very fertile hill. 
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
    and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
    and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
    but it yielded wild grapes. 
3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 
    and men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, 
    that I have not done in it? 
When I looked for it to yield grapes, 
    why did it yield wild grapes? 
5 And now I will tell you 
    what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
    and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
    and it shall be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a waste; 
    it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
    and briers and thorns shall grow up; 
I will also command the clouds 
    that they rain no rain upon it. 
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
    is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
    are his pleasant planting; 
and he looked for justice, 
    but behold, bloodshed; 
for righteousness, 
    but behold, an outcry! 
 
A Here ends the reading 
 



PSALM:   PSALM 80:7–14 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
 you cast out the nations and planted it. 
9You prepared the ground for it; 
it took root and filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered by its shadow 
 and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  
11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
and its branches to the river. 
 12Why have you broken down its wall, 
 so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
 behold and tend this vine; 
 preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON:   PHILIPPIANS 3:4–14 

 The Second Lesson is from the third chapter of Philippians. 
 
4 Though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If 
anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as 
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 



thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.  
 
 A Here ends the reading 
 
*VERSE 

 
GOSPEL:   MATTHEW 21:33–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st chapter. 

  
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a 
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a 
tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34 When 
the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get 
his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son 
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him 
and have his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord's doing, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on 



this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will 
crush him.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were 
seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to 
be a prophet. 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” LBW 107 
 
SERMON 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
ANTHEM “I Will Go” arr. Greer 
 
*OFFERTORY 

 



 
 

*THE PRAYERS 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Most holy Father, we thank you for grafting us into your people Israel and 
uniting us with your true and precious Vine, your dear Son Jesus. Make us 
abound in the fruits of the Holy Spirit to your glory and for the nourishment of a 
world starved for your love. 
Lord In Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Lord of All Hopefulness” LBW 469 
 

*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



POSTLUDE  “Leoni” arr. Young 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday: 
Harvest Home Sunday  

is October 11, 2020 
Donations of non-perishable food items 
or monetary donations are being 
collected September through October 

11th to be given to the Kittanning Food Bank and may be placed in front 
of the church pulpit to be given to the Kittanning Food Bank. Monetary 
donations can be marked on your offering envelope “Food Bank”. There 
is GREAT need in our community and this is a wonderful way to share 
God's love by giving to our local food bank to help our neighbors in need! 
PLEASE NOTE:  Home-canned goods cannot be distributed through the 
Food Bank. 

 

 

Sunday School will begin for all 

ages, masks encouraged, social distancing… 

Some will be facebook live… for those who aren’t 

able to make it.  

Beginning at 9:45am.  Kiddos will learn amazing 

Bible Stories with our Dig In Curriculum. And Big 

Kids will study the Word of God, that transforms us every time we read it!  

 
 

On Sunday, October 25th, following worship we 
will eat, drink and play games!  This year it’s for 
everyone from one to one hundred and two. Bring 
your appetite for Reformation (Octoberfest) food 
and get ready to frolick the day away.  Activities 
for everyone will abound.  Please bring a covered 
dish to share (German Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, 

Cabbage & Kielbasa, etc) or a dessert: German Chocolate Cake, 
applesauce, pumpkin pie/cake/roll, etc . Hot dogs, Brats, buns and 
drinks provided.  A free will offering will be taken to help defray the cost 
of food.  Be sure to wear RED on Sunday, October 25th! 

 
 
 



 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

TODAY 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 6:30 p.m. Senior Youth Group (9-12) 
 
Monday 10/5 7:00 p.m. Property Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Fireflies 
 
Wednesday 10/7 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 6:00 p.m. New Bells 
 7:00 p.m. Hand Bells 
 
Thursday 10/8 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 2:45 & 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 
Friday 10/9 11:30 a.m. Youth Group Movie Matinee 
 
Sunday 10/11  Harvest Home Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 6:30 p.m. No Youth Group 
 
  



 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Minister     Cheryl Mechling 
Lector  Roger Mechling 
Acolyte  Robert John 
Camera Operator    Bill Bouch 

 
 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton   Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are saved 
by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, each 
other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve by 
proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading others 
to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents as well 
as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 
 
 
 

 


