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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the Seventh Sunday of Easter. Please register 
your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. 
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s 
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 24, 2020 
Prayer upon entering God's House: 

We praise You, Ascended Christ, as You continue to watch over Your faithful 
servants from Your Father’s holy kingdom. We thank You for Your Holy Spirit 
which sustains us and gives us new life. Oh Holy Trinity, accept our humble 
worship of You. Help us focus our lives on You. Through Jesus the ascended 
Lord we pray.  Amen. 
 

PRELUDE Matin Young 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 

*OPENING HYMN  “Christ is Risen” LBW 131 

*GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 



P Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, Your Son our Savior is with You in eternal 
glory. Give us faith to see that, true to His promise, He is among us still, 
and will be with us to the end of time; who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen 
 

FIRST LESSON:   ACTS 1:6–14 

A The First Lesson is from the first chapter of Acts. 
 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for 
you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as 
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.” 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which 
is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they 
had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the 
Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  This was Jesus’ marching 
orders to the disciples.  It involves a widening circle of witness, a 
widening circle of progression.  The disciples’ marching orders are also 
our mission: witnessing to the resurrection of Jesus from central 
Armstrong County to the whole world.  We are a part of Jesus’ mission 
and ministry every bit as much as the disciples were. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead! 



 

PSALM:  Psalm 68:1–10, 33–36 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; 
let those who hate him flee before him. 
 2Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; 
 as the wax melts at the fire, 

so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4Sing to God, sing praises to his name;  

exalt him who rides upon the heavens; 
 The LORD is his name, rejoice before him! 
5Father of orphans, defender of widows, 
God in his holy habitation! 
 6God gives the solitary a home  

and brings forth prisoners into freedom; 
 but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
7O God, when you went forth before your people, 
when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
 10Your people found their home in it; 
 in your goodness, O God,  

You have made provision for the poor. 
33Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
sing praises to the LORD. 
 34He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
 he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
35Ascribe power to God; 
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 
 36How wonderful is God in his holy places, 

the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 

 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11 

A The Second Lesson is from the fourth and fifth chapters of First 
Peter. 
 



Chapter 4 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you.  

Chapter 5 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that 
at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, 
because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds 
of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, 
who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Here ends the reading 

 
*VERSE 

 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 17:1–11 

P        The Holy Gospel according to St. John the seventeenth chapter. 

  
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son 
may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal 
life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 



have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that 
you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of 
the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have 
kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given 
me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, 
and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am 
praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you 
have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them 
in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 
we are one.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 
*HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” LBW 363 

 
SERMON 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
ANTHEM “Be Strong in the Lord” Fettke 
 



*OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
*THE PRAYERS 

With joyful confidence, let us approach our Lord’s throne of grace, 
there to pray on behalf of the Church, the world, and all people 
according to their need. 

A brief silence 

O God beyond all praising, we worship you and adore you. You have 
revealed your glory through your Son, who has risen and ascended 
and who reigns at your right hand forever.  
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.   
 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 
 

P Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 



*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LBW 467 
 
*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Dona Nobis Pacem” Couperin 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Today                  11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday 5/25       Office Closed – Happy Memorial Day! 
 

Tuesday 5/26       8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 11:00 a.m. Dunkin Walk 

 

Wednesday 5/27  8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Thursday 5/28      8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Friday 5/29            8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Saturday 5/30       8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday 5/31         11:00 a.m. Worship - Pentecost Sunday 
Holy Communion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUNKIN  WALK! 
YOUTH GROUP IS “KINDA” back, WOOHOO! 

We Are going to 
Meet in the parking lot, at church, and walk to: 

Dunkin. 
Weather permitting, Tuesday at 11am, May 26th 
Rain Date will be Wednesday at 11am, May 27th 
Bring your own $ for drink. We got the donuts. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Congregation is honoring their  
Over 80 members! 

You are invited to enjoy a luncheon  
After worship 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
In the Social Hall 

Please respond to the church office by June 8, 2020 
724-548-2051 

 

And we know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to 

His purpose.  

Romans 8:28 
 



 
Sunday, June 7 is the date St. John’s will recognize their 2020 
graduates. Graduates will be recognized on Sunday with a Fellowship 
hour in the Social Hall following worship, and will also participate in the 
service. If you are a high school, college or tech school graduate 
or know of someone who is, please contact the church office at 
(724) 548-2051. Forms are available in the narthex to help provide 
necessary information. Pictures are also needed to complete our 
graduate brochure.  Please turn in all information by May 18th, (right 
meow!) 
 

 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Assisting Minister  Charlesetta Bleakney 
Lector              Karen Waugaman 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Christine Lettrich 
Sexton  Michael Craft 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 
 

Questions of the Day:  

How is Jesus Working and active in your life today? 

Who is Jesus sending across your path to love and care 

for in His name today? 


